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Lesson for November 29 in this issue 


Lesson 9.—The Mission of the Church. 
Matthew 18:15-17; Acts 1:8; 2:42; 
6:1-4; 11:27-30; 13:1-3; 1 John 1:3. 
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When Winter Comes 
By Margaret Denison Armstrong 
Y LOVELY tree is stripped by 
winter’s wind, 
And through these sunless days is bare 
and lone. 


I will not mourn that for a little while 
The fruitful days of summertime are 
gone. 


For lo, retreating into seeming death, 
The sap, with life and pow’r all-vibrant 
still, 
Moves.deeper down to feed each thirsty 
‘ root 
That stronger grows, in spite of 
winter’s chill. 


And so, unseen, the sluggish root below 
Expands and deepens neath the frozen 


sod — 
» That springtime’s bloom more beautiful 
may be, 
The fruit more sweet — oh, miracle of 
God! 
Since seasons in God's plan must come 
and go, 
I must. not shrink from sorrow’s 
chilling breath, 
That sweeps away the leaves of selfish 
pride 
And brings me to a place of deeper 
death — 


Where joy and even faith seem to depart, 
And dull inertia tempts me to despair; 
Know this, my soul, that springtime yet 
will come — 
With fragrant bloom and fruit of 
answered prayer ! 


fie a 


The Wrong Cry ROS 
Men are prone to look at second 
causes rather than to God. It is human 
nature to blame circumstances instead 
of looking beyond them and realizing 
that there may be a divine purpose in 
them. Elihu must have had this in mind, 
in his long discourse to Job and his 
friends, when he said: “By reason of 
the multitude of oppressions they make 
the oppressed to cry: they cry out by 
reason of the arm of the mighty. But 
none saith, Where is God my maker, 
who giveth songs in the night; who 
teacheth us more than the beasts of the 
earth, and maketh us wiser than the 
fowls of heaven?” (Job 35:9-11.) (In 
a new metrical version in The Compan- 
ion Bible, the first clause is rendered, 
“Men make an outcry when they are 
oppressed,” a translation that seems rea- 
sonable in view of the context.) Is not 
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this exactly, ywhat men are doing today? 
There is indignation, anger, hatred, and 
a mass outcry against the Axis powers, 
but how few are really turning to God 
for wisdom and help against the enemy. 
He is indeed willing to teach us “more 
than the beasts of the earth,” and make 
us “wiser than the fowls of heaven,” but 
men, being unwilling to learn, have 
fallen lower than the beasts, and do not 
use the sense of the birds, who know 
how to build nests and care for their 
young, and find their way for hundreds 
of miles in their migrations through the 
trackless sky. A terrible night has set- 
tled upon the world, but God is still able 
to give “songs in the night” to those who 
trust Him. Surely He is chastening the 
nations, and it is high time that we all 
with one accord turned to God in a new 
way, confessing our sins individually 
and collectively, and seeking first His 
righteousness, 


The American Sunday-School Union 


S is a jubilee year of the Ameri- 

can Sunday-School Union, its 125th 
anniversary. It was the consoli- 
dated successor of the Sunday and Adult 
School Union started in May, 1817, in 
Philadelphia, “for the establishment of 
schools giving gratis instruction on the 
Sabbath.” Its growth was immediate and 
remarkable. By 1831, 70,000 teachers and 
700,000 pupils had come into its member- 
ship. This is the more astonishing in 
that it was without the approval of 
the churches, and an attempt was even 
made to prevent it from getting a char- 
ter from the Pennsylvania legislature. 
It was distinctly a laymen’s movement. 
For a hundred years previously John 
Cotton’s New England Primer, with 
questions and answers, was the standard 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“For the Lord will not cast off 
for ever: but though he cause 
grief, yet will he have compassion 
according to the multitude of his 
mercies. For he doth not afflict 
willingly nor grieve the children of 
men” (Lam. 3:31-33). 
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source of Christian training for chil- 
dren. The Sunday-School Union empha- 
sized Bible study rather than catecheti- 
cal. In the early days it was necessary 
to teach reading in most of its schools 
and the reading book was Scripture. 
Indeed the influence of the movement 
was distinctly contributory to the estab- 
lishment of public school systems in 
Delaware and other backward states. As 
time went on its literature went into 
countless homes all over the land, — 
primers, helps, texts, tracts, commen- 
taries, dictionaries, and nine periodicals 
with a circulation of eight million copies. 
In 1845 it issued a library of one hun- 
dred bound volumes for ten dollars, 
juvenile literature of a general type 
being then unknown. These were his- 
tories, biographies, books of travel, and 
of poetry. 

Memorization of Scripture has always 
had an impcrtant place in its scheme 
of instruction. The Union has ever been 
loyally evangelical. The 1922 statement 
of its Working Principles, “We have no 
place either for critical attack or for 
doubts and uncertainties,” has been true 
of its character from the beginning. It 
grew up at a time when even Christian 
colleges like Yale and Princeton were 


tt OR a 


te ae 


TS 


——— 
































we ods 


918 (2) 


saturated with the current skepticisms, 
and it proved a powerful bulwark 
against these influences in the nation. 
For almost innumerable have been the 
churches of every denomination that 
grew out of the small Union Sunday 
schools, 


The tremendous energy of the early 
movement was illustrated in the Missis- 
sippi Valley Project. In May, 1830, the 
Union resolved in convention to estab- 
lish within two years a Sunday school 
in every destitute place throughout the 
Mississippi Valley, “wherever practic- 
able.” The two thousand delegates sub- 
scribed $19,000 as an initial sum, no 
small amount in those days. Co-operat- 
ing meetings were held in Boston, New 
York, and Washington, at which such 
important personalities in American life 
as Daniel Webster, Frederick Theodore 
Frelinghuysen, Attorney General Wirt, 
and ‘Francis Scott Key were speakers. 
It was a spontaneous confession on the 
part of public officials that the basis 
of our American republic is Christian, 
and that the new territories which now 
form twenty states needed the stamp 
of Christian teaching for their future 
prosperity. Some ninety missionaries 
were set to work. The whole area was 
plotted into districts and nearly 5,000 
small communities were brought under 
the salutary influence of the Sunday 
school. The Bible was thus built into 
the very foundations of the great Middle 
West. . 


Other men of influence in the nation, 
associated with the American Sunday- 
School Union, were Mr: Justice McLean 
and Mr. Justice Strong of the Supreme 
Court, both presidents of the organiza- 
tion. One of its most powerful workers 
was Dr. Henry Clay Trumbull, who in 
1875. became Editor of THe Sunpay 
Scuoot Trmes, which the Union had es- 
tablished in 1859. He was secretary of 
missionary work, leader of teachers’ in- 
stitutes, creator of literature, and other- 
wise an outstanding figure in the move- 
ment, 


Among its field workers were many 
of epic mold. Of Stephen Paxson it 
was once said, “You will find a broad 
belt of light through Central Illinois 
and Northern Missouri, the result of his 
labors.” Traveling on his horse, “Robert 
Raikes,” for nigh a hundred thousand 
miles, Paxson organized 1,300 Sunday 
schools in twenty years. A Westerner 
once remarked: “I knew a man of the 
Sunday-School Union who used to come 
to our house in Western Kansas when I 
was a small boy. He used to drive a 
pair of little mules named Dan and 
Beersheba”; and he went on to tell of 
the good accomplished by Frank Kizer 
in those days. A. W. Corey was a man 
of statesman caliber who for fitty years 
superintended work in the Middle West. 
Eighty per cent of the Sunday schools 
opened in the Mississippi Valley grew 
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out of his efforts. A contemporary 
worker, who has just passed on, was 
Peter La Porte, a picturesque figure of 
French Canadian parentage, who for 
twenty.-three years labored for unreached 
children in Wisconsin. 


These men tackle the tough problems 
of the church. Last year they main- 
tained 3,500 Sunday schools in forty 
states, with over 144,000 in attendance. 
More than 400 new schools were estab- 
lished, These are often in nondescript 
buildings, renovated dance halls, coun- 
try schoolhouses, private homes, even 
under arbors of branches; also in “ghost” 
church buildings of which there are 
thousands in the land, churches where 
tenant farmers had moved out or saw- 
mills had sawed out. Also at the end 
of remote dirt roads open cnly part of 
the year, or roads snowblocked for 
months, A school is started at Whisky 
Town. The name tells the story of 
the people’s social level. In a New Eng- 
land schoolhouse “a ~married woman 
asked if I would explain what a Sunday 
school was’ for. She doubted if any 
present knew either. It was like preach- 
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ing to a group of natives on a foreign 
field.” And this in New England, once 
the powerhéuse of home missions. 

These indefatigable Sunday school men 
distribute Bibles, are indeed the largest 
distributors of American Bible Society 
Scriptures. They work on lines indi- 
cated by Morris K. Jessup, a merchant 
prince and Christian layman of an 
earlier day, who said at the 75th anni- 
versary of the American Sunday-School 
Union, in the Academy of Music, Phila- 
delphia: “If we want to save this coun- 
try and have it an example for the 
nations of the earth, we have got to 
care for the children. For they will 
soon take our place. The destinies of 
our great land depend on them, and 
their life depends on the love of God 
in their hearts.” The present manage- 
ment is true to Mr. Jessup’s words. They 
emphasize not merely “religious educa- 
tion” and moral precept, but “the need 
of the new birth in Christ.” 

And to the furtherance of old and 
fundamental motives have come various 
new methods. Local radios send out Sun- 


(Continued on page 932) 





Notes ON OPEN LETTERS 








The Right Use of Gas Coupons 


I thank you for Much help in answers 
to many questions in days gone by. Will 
you kindly tell me, Is there any harm in 
buying gasoline any way you can get it? 
This is the question I have been asked by 
Christians who say, “Everybody is doing 
it.” Do errands of mercy or kindness, 
visiting sick friends, and the like, justify 
the action? 


To this letter the Editor replied, in 
part, as follows: 


We are of the opinion that it is wrong 
to buy gasoline in any way except through 
the ration cards which one has secured in 
the proper way. 

Could you tell us exactly what you have 
reference to? How do the people manage 
it? 


A second letter was received from the 
New York reader, as follows: 

Thank you for your kind letter and 
suggestion. To restate the question: : 

A friend who is in a munitions plant has 
more gas coupons than he needs, and from 
time to time gives you coupons, saying, 
“You need them for visiting the sick and 
doing other errands.” 

Is it advisable for a Christian to get gas 
in this way? 

Incidentally, the right or wrong of the 
gas station operator is not in the question. 
Doubtless it is kindness that prompts 

the munition worker to offer his gas 
coupons to others, but it is mistaken 
kindness, for the practice is unlawful. 
A coupon book is a piece of strictly 
personal property, and is not transfer- 
able. It-bears on the cover the name 
and address of the registered owner, his 


license number, and other data concern- 
# 
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ing his car. On the inside front cover 
are these words: “Do not loosen or 
tear coupons from the book. Detached 
coupons must not be honored by the 
dealer. When buying gasoline, hand the 
book to the service station attendant. 
Only he is allowed to remove coupons. 
. .. The station attendant is permitted 
to deliver gasoline only into the tank 
of the vehicle described on the front 
cover of this book. Do not ask him to 
violate the law.” On the inside back 
cover is this warning: “(1) Persons who 
do not observe the gasoline rationing 
rules and regulations may be punished 
by as much as ten years imprisonment 
or $10,000 fine, or both, and are subject 
to such other penalties as may be pre- 
scribed by law. (2) Gasoline obtained 
by use of this book must not be taken 
out of the fuel tank of the vehicle de- 
scribed on the front cover.” Following 
this is a certificate, which the book- 
holder signs, thereby agreeing to use 
the coupon book only in accordance with 
the law. 

There ought to be no question in a 
Christian’s mind concerning the observ- 
ance of these laws. He has no more 
right to violate these than any other 
of the United States laws. If he does, 
he violates his conscience before God, 
wrongs the Government, and gives a bad 
testimony to others: In simpler terms, 
he commits sin. A Christian should 
“provide things honest in the sight of 
all men,” and “be subject unto the higher 
powers” (Rom. 12:17; 13:1). 


- 











ee 


RS 











— 


Se 


Exiesal Tor November 29 


ES ee = a 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


2 


(3) 19 








— 








Logically Impossible Dies 


* Why it is os every evangelical Christian “reverses’’ 
’ the judgment of the Sanhedrin 











— 


UT the issue of the virgin birth, 

the divine paternity of Christ, 

though: of. vital .concernment, is 
but introductory to the great question 
herein considered: the deity of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, the justice or iniquity of 
the decree condemning Him to death for 
blasphemy, and the action each one of 
us is forced, as individual members of 
the world-wide appellate tribunal, to 
take in either affirming that sentence as 
justified under the law and facts or 
reversing and repudiating it. as to our 
own senténce and judgment, as errone- 
#us and unjust, 

‘The -condemned ‘Man took no appeal. 
He was not..a Roman citizen and had 
no right, as haa Paul, of appeal unto 
‘Ceesar. ‘Moreover He came into the 
iworld, He and the prophets who wrote 
jot Him declared, for the specific purpose 
‘of dying by an. unjust: judgment and 
l¥to give his life a ransom for many.” 
«“By .an unjust judgment was he carried 
away” according to His eternal purpose 
revealed to Isaiah. “Him, being de- 
livered by the determinate counsel and 
foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, 
“ahd ‘by wicked:hands have crucified and 
slain,” proclaimed Peter, and then de- 
clared: “This Jesus hath God raised 
up, whereof we all are witnesses” (Acts 
2: 23, 32). 


How God Set Aside the Verdict 


If we believe in the resurrection — 
without which belief we have not a 
shadow of. hope of life—we know that 
God reversed the judgment. of condem- 
nation for blasphemy.of this Man who 
declared..He existed before Abraham, 
according to the biographies written by 
His own friends, that He was God’s only 
begotten Son and should be honored by 
all men equally with God (John 5:23) 
— this Man who, if not what He said, 
was a justly condemned criminal under 
the undisputed law. and facts. 

By this act of God ‘in setting aside 
and gloriously, undoing the judgment of 
the Sanhedrin, we ourselves are acquit- 
jted and delivered from death, provided 
we agree with God in this matter about 
Christ, and acquiesce in the divine ver- 
dict of. His . innocence— something we 
can only, however, do on,the ground 
of His deity. “His blood be..on us, and 
on our children,” said the Jewish rulers. 
Af we decide this Man was only a man, 
was anything short of the divine claims 


-He -made for Himself,. we; inevitably 


;take our places with the Sanhedrin who, 
themselves believing, as .we do about 
this matter, could not but condemn 


\ 
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rian Position 
By I. H. Linton 








Last week Mr. LBRS Feviewce HAS, . Trial of Jesus Christ” by Lord 


evidence for the virgin birth of- 
Christ as viewed by a lawyer trained 
to weigh proof. In this third article 
of the series on the Sanhedrin Ver- 
dict, he sets forth many flagrant vio- 
lations in Christ's trial of the merci- 
ful rules of procedure in the Jewish 
court and points out some of the 
manifest absurdities inseparable 
from the denial of Christ’s deity. 
With inexorable logic Mr. Linton 
argues that if we do not accept 
Christ’s deity, we cannot rationally 
revere Him as a teacher or follow 
Him as an example. The fourth 
article in the series will be published 
next week. 


— ~—— 








Christ for the most flagrant blasphemy 
in the world’s history. Any present or 
past day Arian (or Unitarian) who had 
sat on the bench with the Sanhedrin 
could not, without malfeasance in office, 
have dissented from its judgment. If the 
Arian Modernist or “Affirmationist” is 
right, O Caiaphas, so were you. Rest 
easy in your grave. while you await 
the final judgment, for rightly was the 
mortal man put to death who claimed 
to be the Son of the Immortal God. 


But lacking both the iron-sound logic 
as well, it may be surmised, as the iron- 
hard reverence for God’s glory of the 
Jewish Sanhedrin, present-day men who, 
with it, reject Christ’s deity, seek to dis- 
associate themselves from the obloquy 
of His condemnation; and many treatises 
have been written execrating as unjust 
the trial which resulted in Christ’s con- 
viction. Also many who reject Christ’s 
deity and crown rights vie with one an- 
other in encomiums and complimentary 
words about the Man whom they neces- 
sarily brand as an impostor or lunatic 
when He declared He was the only “Son 
of God,” “the resurrection, and the life,” 
the future judge of all mankind who 
would decide the destiny of all who have 
ever lived; as if by a condescending 
“Good master” lese majesty and rebel- 
lion could be condoned. “Offer it now 
unto thy governor,” one of the Old Tes- 
tament prophets said, and see how help- 
ful will be a few flattering words to 
a’king. whose rightful sovereignty is re- 
pudiated ! 

The flagrant violation in Christ’s trial 
of the extremely merciful Jewish rules 
of procedure in criminal trials has led 
to the writing of many books, such as 
Chandler’s famous “Trial of Christ,” 


Shaw of Dunfermline, and others. — It 
is a wonder that any criminal was ever 
convicted before a tribunal which was 
considered “bloody” if it condemned to 
death more than one in seven years, or 
one in seventy years, setae as to Dr. 
Eliezer; 


where the accused must be examined 
by leading questions in his own favor — 
as “Tell us, O my son, was it because 
you were drunk that you did this thing?” 

where a unanimous verdict was invalid, 
because framers of the code believed that 
only “passion or prejudice” could pro- 
duce unanimity among any seventy men 
on earth; 

where the judgment of each member 
of the Sanhedrin must be taken one at a 
time, beginning with the youngest on the 
bench, so that his opinion might not be 
influenced by that of older or more dis- 
tinguished colleagues; 

where a man could not be condemned 
on his own confession; * 

where the tribunal must fast and oc- 
cupy themselves with no other matter 
while they pondered the condemning ver- 
dict until the third day before it was 
carried into execution; 

where a court official with a flag ac- 
companied the condemned to the place 
of execution and provision was made for 
recall and retrial at least 5 times if the 
convicted one, any friend of his, or any 
member of the court could think of any- 
thing which had not already been urged 
in favor of acquittal; 


—to mention a few of the lenient pro- 
visions of the law of the “Chosen Peo- 
ple” centuries before the English. law 
even allowed an accused to have counsel 
to defend him, and found the torturing 
of a prisoner until he confessed the most 
convenient route to conviction. 


Reflection on these things makes the 
more understandable the burst of indig- 
nation with which Paul, after being slap- 
ped in the face at the order of the pre- 
siding judge for daring to affirm that he 
had “lived before God in all good con- 
science until this day” (Acts 23:1, R.V.), 
cried: “God shall smite thee, thou 
whited wall: for sittest thou to judge 
me after the law, and commandest me 
to be smitten contrary to the law?” 
(v. 3.) And observation how even the 
saintly Paul gave vent to wrath at the 
court’s conduct, makes appear more 
illustrious. the unruffied, divine poise of 
Christ when similarly smitten at high 


10One of the most vital errors in Christ's 
trial, according to some writers, who it would 
appear overlook the fact that Christ's state- 
ment to the high priest as to His deity was 
not a confession of a previous act but a per- 
petration of the crime of blasphemy in the 
very presence of the court so that, as the 
high priest declared, no witnesses were 
needed.—Linton. 
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priestly command because He so prop- 
erly reminded the court that under the 
law He could be condemned only by 
witnesses against Him, “If I have spoken 
evil, bear witness of the evil: but if 
well, why smitest thou me?” 

How consistent the minutest recorded 
detail of Christ’s life and words with His 
supernatural origin and nature, above 
the highest conception: of human con- 
duct; and how unbelievable that the 
simple writers of the Gospels possessed 
the supernatural skill to conceive and 
depict harmoniously with their own and 
each other’s conception such a character 
—a difficulty which entirely disappears 
if it is acknowledged that they merely 
recorded faithfully divinely uttered 
words and ordered events in the life of 
the God-Man under circumstances such 
as the pagans, Celsus for instance, wrote 
they could not conceive as touching one 
of the “immortal gods.” 


What Denial of Christ’s Deity Involves 


But all the errors of procedure that 
have ever been pointed out would serve 
only to entitle Christ to a “new trial,” 
at which even if every such error were 
avoided and the investigation were con- 
ducted according to every strict and 
merciful Jewish rule, His condemnation 
would have been unavoidable unless one 
fact were found in His favor — the iden- 
tical fact denied by Unitarian and Mod- 
ernist —the fact that would have been 
pleaded in olden days of logical common 
law procedure in a plea of “confession 
and avoidance”: confession of the words 
and acts charged, and avoidance of their 
criminal effect because of the very truth 
of the words and actual deity of the One 
who spoke them. 

It is on this solid, logical, and utterly 
true and effective ground that every 
evangelical Christian “reverses” the 
judgment of the Sanhedrin that con- 
demned Christ to death, separates him- 
self from its guilt (for this Man having 
died for all men, every man has to de- 
cide in his own mind whether to accépt 
His vicarious death as that of a self- 
sacrificing God or regard His execution 
as the proper outcome of a career of 
blasphemous words and conduct), and 
has the blood shed by the Son of God 
applied to his soul in eternal cleansing, 
or else resting upon him in infinite guilt, 
in company with those who cried, “His 
blood be on us, and on our children.” 

“Of course he was not God,” says the 
Arian, “but he was a great leader, a 
wonderful example and marvellous 
teacher.” 

But, denying deity to Christ, He was 
not even these, but, on the contrary, 
probably the world’s most impractical 
and certainly its most egotistical teacher, 
its most disastrous leader, and its most 
to be avoided example of blasphemous 
megalomania. 

As a teacher Christ’s words of wis- 
dom, comfort, and beauty are utterly 
marred by His manifest “illusion” that 
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He was a supernatural Being who could 
make good personal promises beyond 
the power of any but God to perform, 
and the fact that at_the very heart of 
His teaching was the constantly asserted 
claim of His own personal importance, 
dignity, and perfection, His infinite supe- 
riority to all other men before Him or 
to come after Him, the blind faith that 
should be reposed in Him, and the favor 
to. be bestowed by God and by Himself 
in another life upon those who honored 
and loved Him above all standards. of 
natural human affection for father, 
mother, child—statements, of course, 
which real Deity, but Deity alone could 
justify. 

According to the records and biog- 
raphies written, not by his accusers and 
enemies, but by his most devoted friends, 
this Man, who was only a man under 
Arian theory, taught: 

That He had pre-existence with God 
before Abraham was, and existed: in 
a state or rank of supernal glory be- 
fore the world was created; 

That Abraham,. dead over a thou- 
sand years when Christ spoke, saw His 

“day, ...and was glad.” He advised 

Almighty God that it was, not His 
request or prayer, but His “will” (John 
17:24) that His disciples, whom He had 
induced to accept His claims of super- 
natural origin and rank should be ad- 
mitted to Heaven to behold and admire 
the glory which He had with God be- 
fore the world was; 

That “believ[ing] on him,” humbly 
accepting His claims for Himself was 
a duty of supreme importance, “the 
work of God” which would of itself 
entitle such believers to the eternal 
life the scribes and Pharisees asked 
how to obtain; 

That He was greater than Solomon; 

That God was going to judge no 
man at the last day, but had commit- 
ted all such authority to Him; 

That only God had sufficiently pro- 
found knowledge to realize who He, 
Jesus, really was; 

That His disciples should count it 
a small thing to lose their lives to 
advertise to every creature on earth 
His greatness, His words, and His 
deeds after His departure from the 
world; 

That He, a mere man on Arian the- 
ory, was “the resurrection, and the 
life” and that the hour would come 
when all who were in -their graves 
should hear His voice, and that those 
whom He thus favored by calling their 
names should return to life and there- 
after. be immortal; 

That He alone was the “good shep- 
herd,” who would give His life for His 
sheep, and that all other teachers to 
the end of time who might attempt 
to rival His claims were “thieves and 
robbers”; that.His “sheep” as He con- 
descendingly called His followers, 
would be so infatuated with Him that 
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they would be deaf to the voice of 
all other teachers (“His ... sheep ... 
know his voice. And a stranger will 
they not follow”—John 10:3-5), that no 
man could pluck them out of His hand, 
and that He would give to them eter- 
nal life; 

That He was going voluntarily - to 
submit Himself to arrest and death, 
stating clearly that He did this of His 
own free will according to an agree 
ment He had with Almighty God “to 
give his life a ransom for many”; _ 

That no man could kill Him except 
by His consent, and that He had a 
bodyguard of 120,000 angels subject to 
His orders even at the time when He 
was under arrest; 

That even when He had laid down 
His life, which He considered a trag- 
edy and sacrifice oiitweighing in 
importance the weight of guilt of all 
the billions of men who have ever 
lived on the earth; He would, for the 
first time in history, return from the 
greve and keep a rendezvous with His 
disciples in Galilee; 

That He would draw the wholé 
world unto Him as a result of “being 
lifted -up,” evidently referring -to. His 
crucifixion; 

That He would judge all men and 
nations, separating them ffom each 
other as sheep from goats, aecording 
to a certain standard of His own fix- 
ing as to their conduct, God having 
assigned to Him the power_of fixing 
the eternal destiny of every man and 
woman ofall ages ina state of un- 
speakable sorrow or eternal bliss; and, 
omitting numerous. other. enormous 
and never before: or since approxi- 
mated assertions about Himself, 

That He would some day, when His 
name and fame had reached every 
nation on earth, réturn from Heaven, 
being seen by all men as lightning is 
visible from west. to east in the 
skies,. after which all the glowing 
prospects held out to those who 
pleased Him would be made good for 
all eternity: | 


Surely, as the officers sent to. arrest 
the Lord Jesus said, “Never man spake 
like this man”-—no man ‘in all history, 
sane or insane. But if. Jesus was in- 
deed the. Jehovah of the Old. Testament, 
the eternal Son of God, the second Per- 
son in the Trinity as revéaled in the 
New, no words could be more sober, 
conservative, and justified. 

As a leader we find this man ending 
His own career in the utmost disgrace, 
anguish, and futility on a Roman cross 
—a- death so horrible and ignominious 
that it was a breach of good manners, 
almost an obscenity, to mention it in 
polite Roman and Greek society: 

If His career as a leader ended with 
His earthly life—as of course it. did 
if He lived and died only a man—we 
find Him neglecting opportunities of 
popular enthusiasm and possibilities of 
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successful restoration of national inde- 
pendence to the Jews greater in promise 
than those so much better availed of by 
the heroic Maccabees. 

..We find millions of men and women in 
all ages and down to this enlightened 
day “credulous” enough to believe His 
statement about Himself and the prom- 
ises of future bliss, abandoning comfert- 
able and orderly lives in their native 
lands to live and die in squalor and dis- 
comfort and fatuous self-denial of nor- 
mal pleasures among unappreciative 
savages and slum criminals; and thou- 
sands of others in the world’s history 
dying in martyred torture, in the delusive 
expectation that the joys promised by 
this “mere” man for another life would 
compensate for the sacrifice of earthly 
wealth, pleasure, and honors in this. 

We find the people of Germany and 
contiguous nations engaged in a destruc- 
tive war for thirty years (1618-48) grow- 
ing out of a quibble whether this Man 
or one of His disciples was the “corner 

stene” of His “church,” and whether a 
man was saved from hell by good works 
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to his neighbors or just by conceding 
this Man’s stupendous claims for Him- 
self; how’ much honor should be ‘paid 
to His mother, whether He gave author- 
ity to forgive siris to Simon Peter, “his 
successors and assigns” (contrary to the 
maxim of the Roman and English law: 
delegatus non delegatur — delegated 
authority may not be vested in another). 
We read in history cf thousands of 
men and even young children throwing 
away their lives in foolish crusades to 
wrest from its native owners the very 
grave in which He was laid away after 
His crucifixion. How many myriads of 
men, martyrs, crusaders, missionaries has 
this Man, if He were only a man, in- 
duced to throw away the one life given 
to human beings because of a delusion, 
keeping the world still in.a state of use- 
less agitation about a leader who has 
been dead and gone for two millen- 
nia! A wonderful earthly leader who 
ended His career:on a cross and who 
has led millions of other men since to 
deaths equally torturous and useless! 


(To be continued) 
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My Christmas Greeting 


Again the year has rolled around, 
eth Christmas comes once more, 
With all A dear, glad memories bright, 


be seme joy and courage new, 
all your onward way. 


The bells of Christmas ring their song 


His love crown all our way, 
His presence daily sweeter grow, 
Till shines that glorious day. 


God’s Word Is True 
(For one girl and three boys, or four girls) 
— long foretold the message 
Of Christ’s coming here to earth, 
Of God’s love, so great and wagerons 
. And the Saviour’s coming »b 


He was to come as a child— 

“For unto us a child is born, unto 
us a son is given: and the govern- 
ment shall be upon his shoulders: and 
his name shall be called Wonderful, 
Counsellor, The mighty God, The 
everlasting Father, The Prince of 
Peace” (Isa. 9:6). 


He was to be born of a virgin— 
“Therefore the Lord himself shall 
give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall 
‘conceive, and bear a son, and shall 
call his name Immanuel” (Isa. 7:14). 


@ es 


He was to be born in Bethlehem- 


“And thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, 
though thou be little among the thou- 
sands of Judah, yet out of thee shall 
he come forth unto me that is to be 
ruler in Israel; whose goings forth 
have been from of old, from everlast- 
ing” (Mic. 5:2). 


All these words came true exactly 
As the Lord had said they would; 

So, today, we gladly praise Him, 
For the Lord, indeed, is good. 

All His other words so precious, 
In His Book to us are given; 

We will trust His every promise, 
On our way from earth to Heaven. 


Peace 


(For three girls or a boy and two girls) 
(First Girl) 

The angels sang, “Glory to God in 
the highest, and on earth peace, good 
will toward men.” 

Why has not the angels’ message, 
“Peace on earth,” been yet fulfilled? 
Many ‘hearts this question asking, 
In a world so full of ill. 
Earthly peace still waits His coming, 
When. He comes to rule and reign, 
Once He came .to earth as Saviour, 
And as King, He'll come again. 


‘(Second Girl) 


But there’s peace with God through Jesus, 
That is ours, by faith today; 

As we take Him as our Saviour, 
He'll give peace that lasts alway. 


“Therefore being justified by faith, 
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we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom. 5:1). 
(Third Girl) 

Then the peace of God will follow 
In our hearts; ‘twill keep us calm; 

Give us courage and assurance, 
As we praise Him with a psalm. 

“Peace I leave with you, my peace 

I give unto you: not as the world 
giveth, give I unto you. Let not your 
heart be troubled, neither let it be 
afraid” (John 14:27). 


What Can I Give? 


What can I give to the Saviour 
For His wonderful love to me? 

For salvation He purchased so dearly, 
When He died upon Calvary’s tree. 


At this dear, blest Christmas season, 
T'll give Him my heart and say, 

That I thank Him for all His goodness, 
And I'll love Him and serve Him alway. 

“What shall I render unto the Lord 

for all his benefits toward me? I will 
take the cup of salvation, and call 
upon the name of the Lord. I will 
pay my vows unto the Lord now in 
the presence of all his people” (Psa. 
116: 12-14). 


What Christ Brought 
(Exercise for five girls) 
I love the Christmas story, 
Of the Saviour’s birth so dear, 
How He came from Heaven's glory, 
Heralded by angels here. 


He has brought us gifts so precious — 
These are yours and mine today; 

If we take Him as our Saviour, 
He will take our sins away. 


His Girts 
Eternal Life— 

“The gift of God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Rom. 
6: 23). 

Peace— 

“Peace I leave with you, my peace 

I give unto you” (John 14:27). 
Joy— 

“These things have I spoken unto 
you, that my joy might remain in 
you, and that your joy might be 
full” (John 15:11). 

These are ours by faith in Jesus; 
With Him all gocd things are given; 


So this Christmas time we praise Him, 
Who came down to earth from Heaven. 


Our Message 
(For seven girls or boys—two to recite 
verses, others the Scripture passages.) 
Christ. was born in Bethlehem, 
Long, long years ago; 
Angels brought the news to shepherds - 
They were first to know. 
So the shepherds went to find Him, 
And they worshiped there, 
Filled with joy, they started homeward, 
This good news to share. 
We have learned of Christ, the Saviour, 
And like shepherds true, 
We would tell the blessed story, 
Of God’s love for you. 


“For God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that who- 
soever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life” 
(John 3:16). 
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“For unto you is born this day in 
the city of David a Saviour, which is 
Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:11). 


“And this is the record that God 
hath given to us eternal life, and this 
life is in his Son, He that hath the 
Son hath life; but he that hath not 
the Son of God hath not life” (1 John 
5:11, 12). 


“Thanks be unto God for his un- 
speakable gift” (2 Cor. 9:15). 


“We love him, because he first loved 
us” (1 John 4:19). 


If you take Him as your Saviour, 
You'll be happy, too, 

For there’s nothing else so precious 
As God’s Gift to you. 


God’s Promises 
(Exercise for five girls) 


Let’s go to God's Storehouse of Promise, 
And claim whatsoever we will, 

The blessings of God will not fail us, 
His Word, He will surely fulfill. 


For grace and for help on our journey, 
For service so loyal today, 

His Word, with its promises teeming, 
Gives courage each step of the way. 

A few of these promises golden, 
We'll call to your memories here; 

May you hear God’s Word in the message, 
As it comes to your hearts with its cheer. 


“The Lord is good, a strong hold in 
the day of trouble; and he knoweth 
them that trust in him” (Nah. 1:7). 


“Commit thy way unto the Lord; 
trust also in him; and he shall bring 
it to pass” (Psa. 37:5). 


“But seek ye first the kingdom of 
God, and his righteousness; and all 
these things shall be added unto you” 
(Matt. 6:33). 


“In the world ye shall have tribula- 
tion: but be of good cheer; I have 
overcome the world” (John 16:33). 


“But my God shall supply all your 
need according to his riches in glory 
by Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:19). 


And so at this dear Christmas season, 
We rejoice in God's promises true, 

His Word is our help, so unfailing; 
We'll trust Him forever. Will you? 


His Coming 
(For five girls) 
Sons of men, with hearts expectant, 
Wonder what is yet to be; 
Who the great and strong Deliverer, 
That shall set the captive free; 
Who the Monarch that shall summon 
All the nations from afar, 
When and where shall be the rising, 
Of the regnant Morning Star. 
Is He coming? Is He coming? 
Do the shadows break away? 
We are waiting, we are longing, 
For the dawning of the day. 


We shall see what the Word of God 
tells us: 

“But thou, Bethlehem of Ephrata, 
though thou be little among the thou- 
sands of Israel, yet out of thee shall 
He come forth that is to be Ruler in 
Israel” (Mic. 5:2). ~ 

“Therefore the Lord himself shall 
give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall 
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conceive, and bear a son, and shall 
call his name Immanuel” (Isa, 7:14). 


“For unto us a child is born, unto 
us a son is given: and the govern- 
ment shall be upon his shoulder: and 
his mame shall be called Wonderful, 
Counsellor, The mighty God, The ever- 
lasting Father, The Prince of Peace” 
(Isa. 9:6). 


Hark, a voice within the desert, 
Full of hope; its tones we hear; 

Room for Him, the world’s Redeemer; 
Lo, His coming draweth near. 

He is coming; He is coming; 
See, the shadows break away. 

We've been waiting, we’ve been longing, 
For the dawning of the day. 

Fifth girl enters and recites Luke 2: 

8-11. 


(All sing together the first verse of “Joy to 
the World.”) 


“Fear Not” 

(For-five girls, each reciting a verse and @ 
Scripture portion.) 

To shepherds on Judean hills 


“And the angel said unto them, Fear 
not: for, behold, I bring you good 
tidings of great joy, which shall be 
to all people. For unto you is born 
this day in the city-of David a Sav- 
iour, which is Christ the Lord” (Luke 
2:10, 11). 

A sudden storm on Galilee 
Made the disciples fear, 


And then they heard Christ’s cheering voice, 
“Be not afraid;. I'm here.” 


“He saith unto them, It is I; be not 
afraid” (John 6:20). 
The women at the empty tomb 
Were filled with fear and dread; 
But there an angel said, “Fear not, 
He’s risen, as He said.’ 

“And the angel answered and said 
unto the women, Fear not ye: for I 
know that ye seek Jesus, which was 
crucified. He is not here: for he is 
risen, as he said” (Matt. 28:5, 6). 

When Paul in Corinth preached the Word, 
Mid opposition, too, 

The Lord stood by with words of cheer, 

“Fear not, I am with you.” 

“Then spake the Lord to Paul in the 
night by a vision, Be not afraid, but 
speak, and hold not thy peace: for I 
am with thee, and no man shall set 
on thee to hurt thee” (Acts 18:9, 10). 

And still to us, in days like these, 
That blessed Word. we hear, 

“Fear not; lift up your hearts and trust 
Your Heavenly Father’s care.” 

“Be careful for nothing; but in 
every thing by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known unto God” (Phil. 4:6). 

(Au sing together the chorus, “Jesus Never 
Fails.”) 
The Great “I Am” 


(For eight girls or boys) 
We need the blessed Saviour 
Who came to earth below, 
To give His life a ransom, 
That men the Way might know. 
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am the living bread which came 
down from heaven: If any man eat 
of this bread, he shall live for ever” 
(John 6:51). ; . 

“I am the light of the world: he 
that followeth me shall not walk in 
darkness, but shall have the light. of 
life” Wohn 8:12). . 

“Verily, verily, I say unte you, Iam 
the door of the sheep (John 10:7). 

“I am the good shepherd: the good 
shepherd giveth his life tor the. ental 
(John 10:11). 

“I am the resurrection, and the life: 
he that believeth in me, though he 
were dead, yet shall he live: and who- 
soever liveth and believeth in me shall 
never die” (John 11:25, 26). 

“I am the way, the truth, and the 
life: no man cometh unto the Father, 
but by me” (John 14:6). 

“t am the vine, ye‘are the beanchest 
He that abideth in me, and I in him, 
bringeth forth much fruit, for without 
me, ye can do nothing” (John 15;5): 


So at this blessed season 


We'll take Him as our own, 


Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 


We'll live for Him alone. 


Our Aim 
(For two girls)” 


When. we. grow up, we hope to go 
lands afar, 


To distant lan 


And tell of Christ the Saviour, 


Who saves, just where men are, . 


But —_ now, we're bona A others, 
Of the Christmas story dear ra 
How Christ came from: Heaven's glory; 


Giving hope to far and near 
(Sing tovether one verse of “I Love to: Tell 


the Story.”) 
The Light 
(For siz girle; first gist to. recite. first and 


Christ is the Light of. the womd; 


He’s what we need oe 


Darkness is all around 


But He is the Truth and’ thé ‘Way. 

“I am the light of the world: he 
that followeth me shall not walk in 
darkness, but shall have the light of 
life” (John 8:12). 


We are the light of the world, 


Jesus has told us so; 


His light that is dwelling in 
Must shine 


out to others, you know. 
a are the light of the world” 
(Matt. 5:14). 


By prayer and by reading His Word,. 
And do’ 


ing His will each day, 


Our light- will be shining’ clear, 


And@ others will find the Way. 


“Let your light so shine before men, 
that they may see your good works, 
and glorify your Father which is in 
heaven” (Matt. 5: 16). 


Burra.o, N. Y. ' - : 
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LESSON 9. NOVEMBER 29. THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH 
- International Uniform Lesson.—Matthew 18 : 15-17, Acts 1:8, 2: 42, 6:1-4, 11: 27-30, 13:1-3, 1 John 1:3 
: Golden Text.—As my Father hath sent me, even 6 send | you.—John 20:21 
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Kuve James Version 


Matt. 18:15 Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, 
go and tell him his fault between thee and him alone: if he shall 


hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother. 


16 But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two 
in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word 


may be established. 


17 And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church: 
but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an 


heathen man and a publican. 


2:42 And they continued stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and 
fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers. 

6:1 And in those days, when the number of the disciples was 
multiplied, there arose a murmuring of the Grecians against the 
Hebrews, because their widows were neglected in the daily min- 


istration. 


+2 Then the twelve called the multitude of the disciples unto 
them, and said, It is not reason that we should leave the word 


of God, and serve tables. 


3 Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you seven men of 
honest report, full of-the Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom we may 


appoint over this business. 


4 But we will give ourselves continually to prayer, and to the 


ministry of the word. 


11:27 And in these days came prophets from Jerusalem unto 


Antioch. 


28 And there stood up one of them named Agabus, and signified ' 
pirit that there should be great dearth throughout all 
$ which came to pass in the days of Claudius Czesar. 
Then the disciples, every man according to his ability, deter- 
unto the brethren which dwelt in Judza: 

30 Which also they did, and sent it to the elders by the hands 


up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. 


2 As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost 
said, Separate’ me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I 


have called them. 


3 And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands 


on them, they sent them away. 


1 John 1:3 That which we have seen and heard declare we unto 


you, that ye also may have 
fellowship 


with 
is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


.. By H, A. Ironside, Litt.D, 
Paster of the Moody Memorial Cherch, Chicage 


Approach to the Lesson 
Church is not an end in itself. 
I It is designed to be the instrument 
in the hand of the Lord for the 
accomplishment of. an end—and that 
end is the evangelization of the world. 
So long as the present dispensation. of 
the grace of God (Eph. 3:2), is entrusted 
to redeemed men and women, our re- 
sponsibility. as members of the Church 
is to make known the Gospel message 
of reconciliation to all mankind (2 Cor. 


in the church that was at Antioch certain 
as Barnabas, and Simeon that was called 
Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen, which had been brought 


American STANDARD Version 
Matt. 18:15 And if thy brother sin Aagainst thee, go, show him 
his fault between thee and him alone: 
gained thy brother. 


if he hear thee, thou hast 


16 But if he hear thee not, take with thee 
one or two more, that at the mouth of two witnesses or three 
every word may be established. 17 And if he refuse to hear them, 
tell it unto the ‘church: and if he refuse to hear the * church 
also, let him be unto thee as the Gentile and the * publican. 

Acts 1:8 But ye shall receive power, when the Holy Spirit is 


come upon you: and ye shall be my witnesses both in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judea and Samaria, 
earth 


and unto the utterthost part of the 


2:42 And they continued stedfastly in the apostles’ teaching 
and ‘ fellowship, in the breaking of bread and the prayers. 


6:1 Now in these days, when the number of the disciples was 


of the word. 


11:27 Now in these 
salem unto Antioch. 


the word of God, an 
brethren, from amo: 
Spirit and of wisdo 


4 But we will continue stedfastly in prayer, and in the ministry 


multiplying, there arose a murmuring of the * Grecian Jews against 
the Hebrews, because their widows were neglected in the daily 
ministration. 2 And the twelve called the multitude of the dis- 
ciples unto them, and said, It is not °fit that we should forsake 
d ‘serve tables. 3 * Look ye out therefore, 
ng you seven men of good report, full of the 


whom we may appoint over this business. 


days there came down prophets from Jeru- 
28 And there stood up one of them named 
Agabus, and signified by the Spirit that there should be a great 


famine over all *the world: which came to pass in the days of 


Claudius. 29 And the disciples, every man according to his ability, 


determined to send relief unto the brethren that dwelt in Judza: 


Barnabas and Saul. 


sent them away. 


ye out from a 


The American 
us: and truly our 


5: 18-20). In so speaking, we are think- 
ing of the Church in its outward aspect 
as the body of believers in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who meet together in local 
groups, seeking to maintain a witness 
for God in a world that is in rebellion 
against Him. The moment the Church 
ceases to be a testimony to the saving 
power of Christ, it fails in the very pur. 
Pose for which it exists. To settle down 
complacently in the realization that we 
are ourselves justified from our sins and 
so forget the great masses of unsaved 
People all around and about us is to 
dishonor the One.-we profess to serve, 
It is our business to be constantly en- 
gaged in winning others to Him who 


mong 
for ministry. Comp. ch 
Standard 
Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted 
national Council of Religious Education and used by permission, 


30 which also they did, sending it to the elders by the hand of 


13:1 Now there were at Antioch, in the church that was there, 
Prophets and teachers, Barnabas, and Symeon that was called 
Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen the foster-brother of 
Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. 
Lord, and fasted, the Holy Spirit said, Separate me Barnabas .and 
Saul for the work whereunto I have called them. 
they had fasted and prayed and laid their hands on them, they 


2 And as they ministered to the 
3 Then, when 


1 John 1:3 That which we have seen and heard declare we unto 
you also, that ye also may have fellowship with us: yea, and our 
fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ. 


*Some ancient authorities omit, against thee. 


*Or, congre- 


gation. *That is, collectors or renters of Roman taxes: ‘Or, 
in fellowship. *Gr., Hellenists. *Gr., pleasing. * Or, ‘minister 
to tables. 


*Some ancient authorities read, But, brethren, look 


you. ; the inhabited earth. 1° Gr., 
. Sit. 

Version, and the International Uniform 
by the Inter- 


has redeemed us, remembering that He 
died for all and that the same grace 
that met us in our deep need will avail 
for all who call upon Him. But here 
the old questions arise: “How then shall 
they call on him in whom they have 
not believed? and how shall they  be- 
lieve in him of whom they have noi 
heard? and how shall they hear without 
a preacher?” (Rom. 10:14.) Solemn 
questions these Surely, no real lover 
of the Saviou would desire to avoid 
them. It should be considered our joy- 
ous privilege to carry to those still sit- 
ting in darkness and the shadow of 
death (Luke 1:79) the knowledge of 
Him who was the Light of the world 
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(John 9:5) while He was here in His 
humiliation, but who now has committed 
the message of reconciliation to us, and 
who says to those who believe in Him, 
“Ye are the light of the world” (Matt. 
5:14). When a local church ceases to 
shine for Him, He takes away the candle- 
stick (Rev. 2:5) and refuses to acknowl- 
edge it as one of His assemblies. 


The Historical Setting 


We see the Church in Matthew’s Gos- 
pel as a future thing, to be brought into 
existence subsequent to the death and 
resurrection of Christ. In the Acts we 
find that Church made up of redeemed 
humanity, baptized by the Holy Spirit, 
carrying the Gospel into all the world. 
The Epistles give us instruction for the 
Church, and stress its responsibility as 
a witnessing body till our Lord returns. 


Verse by Verse 


Matt. 18:15.—“If thy brother shall tres- 
pass against thee.” Here we have the 
earliest instruction regarding church dis- 
cipline. In Chapter 16:18 we get the 
first mention of the Church. Here we 
see it as a group of followers of Christ 
responsible to endeavor to maintain a 
standard of holy living and true Chris- 
tian fellowship. Evil arising within is 
to be reproved and the evildoer recov- 
ered if possible through faithful testi- 
mony. 

Verse 16.—“If he will not hear thee, 
then take with thee one or two more.” 
Charges are not to be made recklessly. 
An impenitent offender is to be given 
every opportunity to repent. The “one 
or two more” are for competent testi- 
mony, and it is their province to seek 
to restore the wrongdoer. 


Verse 17.—“Tell it unto the church.” 
This is the last resort, and is only to 
be carried out if the previous efforts 
have failed. Then when the church 
passes on the case and there is no ac- 
knowledgment of his sin, the offender ‘is 
to be considered as unfit for further 
Christian fellowship. In this way the 
Church of God is to be kept clean, that 
it may be a suitable vessel of testimony 
to the world, 


Acts 1:8—“Ye shall receive power, 
after that the Holy Ghost is come upon 
you: and ye shall be witnesses.” At 
Pentecost the Holy Spirit came. His 
work was twofold. Believers were bap- 
tized into one body, and they were em- 
powered for service. All true witness- 
bearing must be in the energy of the 
Holy Spirit in order to be effective. Thus 
empowered, the disciples were to begin 
that testimony in Jerusalem, then 
throughout Judea, on into Samaria, and 
spread out to the uttermost parts of 
the earth. The Book of Acts traces the 
stream of grace from Jerusalem to Rome 
and the farthest limits of the known 
world. 


Chap. 2:42—"“They continued sted- 
fastly.”. Those who received the testi- 
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Lesson Calendar 


Last Week's Lesson 
8 November 22.—Motives that Strength- 
en Family Life. Exodus 2:1-4; 20: 
12; Joshua 24:14,.15; Proverbs 31: 
10-31; Luke. 2:41-51; Ephesians 
5:22-33; 6:1-4; Colossians 3:18-21 


ee 


® November 29.—The Mission of the 
Church. Matthew 16:15-17; Acts 1:8; 

2:42; 6:1-4; 11:27-30; 18:1-3; 1 John 1:3 

10. December 6.—The Meaning of Church 4 
Membership. Acts 2:37-47; 4:13; 

1 Corinthians 12:12-31; Colossians 3:1-17 


— — 
a awe 








mony of the apostles proved to be, 


genuinely converted. They went on per- 
severingly and were soon distinguished 
from the surrounding mass as a sep- 
arated, called-out company, who pér- 
sisted in four things: the teaching of 
the apostles, the fellowship of saints, 
the observance of the Christian feast, 
the breaking of bread, and in prayer as 
they met together to wait upon God. In 
these things they became a pattern to 
those who were to follow after. 

Chap. 6:1.—“When the number of the 
disciples was multiplied, there drose a 
murmuring.” It is often so still. With 
increasing numbers. there new 
problems. Here the trouble was caused 
by jealousy, and it is interesting and 
profitable to see how it was met. 

Verse 2—“It is not reason that we 
should leave the. word of God, and serve 
tables.” The Lord never meant His 
ministers to be fretted and distressed by 
having to care for the temporal affairs 
of the church. They have a higher call- 
ing, namely, ministering the Word of 
God. But temporal matters must not 
be neglected, so the Spirit of God guided 
as to how they are to be cared for. 

Verse 3.—“Look ye out... seven men 
of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost 
and wisdom.” Such were the men who 
were to be chosen as deacons, or servants 
of the church in temporal things. What 
a pity all deacons are not men of this 
caliber! It.is as necessary that we be 
filled with the Spirit in order to handle 
the distribution of funds and to care for 
the needy aright, as it is to be enabled 
to preach the Gospel in power to the 
unsaved, and to minister the Word to 
the edification of believers. 

Verse 4—“Prayer, and to the minis- 
try of the word.” Here are two things 
which God has joined together, and 
which should never be put asunder. No 
one is fit to give out the truth of God 
publicly who does nct have to do with 
God in prayer secretly. A. prayerless 
preacher is but a cumberer of the ground. 

Chap. 11:27.—“Prophets [came] from 
Jerusalem unto Antioch.” These local 
churches constituted one holy fellowship. 
The prophets from Jerusalem found a 
welcome at the church in Antioch, for 
they were all members of one body. 

Verse 28,—“Agabus .-. . signified by the 
Spirit that there should be great dearth 
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throughout all the world.” God thereby 
warned His people of trying times soon 
to be faced, which should test their love 
one for another in a very special way. 


Verse 29.—“Every man according to his 
ability.” These Christians in Antioch 
counted it a privilege to assist their He- 
brew Christian brethren, It was evi- 
dently a spontaneous outburst 4f 
brotherly love. They gave gladly as they 
were enabled by God. 


These devoted laborers. were 
thus permitted to confirm the love of 
the brethren among the Gentiles toward 
those in Judea. 

Chap. 13: 1.—“There were in the church 
that was at Antioch certain prop 
and teachers.” Five are listed here. 
church was richly blessed of God. It 
was He who had raised up these gifted 
men to minister to edification. 

Verse 2—“The Holy Ghost said, Sep- 
arate me Barnabas and Saul.” The time 
had come for a forward movement. The 
Spirit of God designated the servants 
whom He had fitted to go forth on a 
wider mission. 


Verse 3.—“When they had fasted and 
prayed, and laid their hands on them, 
and sent them away.” This was not the 
ordination of Barnabas and Saul to the 
Gospel ministry. Both were already. ac- 
credited servants of God. _ But in. this 
way the church expressed their fellow- 
ship in the new missionary program, 

1 John 1:3.—“That which we have seen 
and heard declare we ... that ye also 
may have fellowship with us.” This is 
God’s way of extending the fellowship 
of His Church. Those who know Christ 
for themselves go forth to make Him 
known to others in order that they, too, 
may enjoy the knowledge of His grace, 
and thus have communion with them. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The Church is the divinely-raised up 
assembly of God, left in the world to 
bring. others to a saving knowledge of 
Christ. In order to do its work effec- 
tively it is to be guided by the Word 
in its internal arrangements and em- 
powered by the Holy Spirit for testi- 
mony. Never settling down, but con- 
stantly reaching out to the regions 
beyond, it is to continue in the work 
of world-wide evangelism, until the wit- 
ness has been given to all nations. 


A Lesson Outline 
Tae Cyurce In Activiry 
1, Clean within (Matt. 18:15-17) 


2. Empowered by the Spirit (Acts 1:8) 
a the divine order (Acts 2: 


4. Scripturally organized (Acts 6: 1-4) 

5. Rich in good works (Acts 11:27-30)- 

6. Active in missionary service (Acts 13: 
1-3) ; 

7. Enlarging its fellowship (1 John 1:3) 
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Special Lesson Topics and Truths 
Organism and Organization. These 
two terms are not antagonistic or con- 
tradictory. The Church, the body of 
Christ, is a ‘divine organism — every 
member -fitly joined together by the 
Spirit (Eph. 4:16). ‘But the local: church 
ig a Seriptural organization, responsible 
to do all things decently and in order 
(i Cor. 14:40). This might be rendered, 
‘Do all ‘things respectably and by ar- 
rangement.” It implies organization, but 
should always be in aecordanee with in- 
struction -given in the Word of God. 
Missions, the Life of the Church. A 
non-witnessing church soon ceases to 
function and dies out as its older mem- 
| bers pass. away.. The church that is 
eccupied with giving the Gospel to others, 
both at home’ and abroad, saves its own 
life thereby, as it brings blessing to 
those to whom. the message is. carried. 


Applications and Summaries 

When our Lord has commanded us to 
carry the Gospel to. the uttermost parts 
of the earth, what right have we to raise 
questions as to the advisability of a mis- 
sionary program? 

The Holy Spirit works through clean 
vessels. Whe the local church is care- 
ful to maintain a high spiritual standard, 
it will be a: storehouse of blessing for 
the world around. 


When one knows the joy of fellowship 
with Christ, it becomes the delight of his 
heart to lead others into the same 
blessed communion. 

Those early disciples gave according 
to their ability. This is the true standard 
for Christian giving. Bow many of us 
have ever lived up to it? 

CHICAGO. 


rm 
Questions Lee Tees Teosher and Clase 


en your, class, | tettinig 

ee ae ae 

as given on a later page this issue? 
HAT was the first Christian service 
of worship after Christ left the earth? 


2. What were the activities of the 
‘early ‘Church? 
“3. What is the real object of church dis- 
cipline? 
4. Name three distinct missions of the 
church? 


5. Is the matter. of world evangelism op- 
tional with Christians? 

6. After people cre saved, what is the wiil 
of God regarding their association with other 
believers? 

7. To what extent are churches of God re- 
sponsible to. carry on in an organized way? 

Ses er cae nS zinet. Soe. poneasiat 
problems and difficulties of its members 

9. Can the church improve the world? 


10. What is meant by the “church invis- 
ible”? 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
A te thie 
lars 
are 


of the lesson. P 
Preference will be te illustrations on 
Spat. por portion a ot te text indicated in 
e word “Print. 
In ee of the ingse number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the tetal for any one lesson. 
Where the Blame Lies.—As my Father 
has sent me, even so send I you (Golden 
Text). I remember what one of the 
volunteers in India said: “If a man is 
ill and I run for a physician and reach 
the doctor’ too late, I am not to blame. 
But. when I started to run, if I knew 
there was a horse ready to take me 
faster than my feet would take me, 
and I deliberately ignored the horse 
and went on foot, and came too 
late, then I am to. blame.” And he 
said to us missionaries, “I fear that much 
of my work in India has been on foot 
instead of on horseback, has been in the 
energy of the flesh instead. of in the 
power of the Holy Spirit.”.—From “500 
Scriptural Anecdotes.” Sent by Fred- 
erick Stanton, Barnerville, N. Y. 


The Blank Complaint Book.—Tell him 
his fault between thee and him alone 
(Matt. 18:15). A preacher had on his 
desk a special book labeled “Complaints 
of members against one another.” When 
one of his people called to tell him the 
faults of another he would say, “Well, 
here’s my complaint book. I'll write 
down what you say and you can sign 
it. “Then when I have to take up the 
matter officially I shall know what I 
may expect you to testify to.” The sight 
of the open book and the ready pen 
had its effect. “Oh, no, I couldn’t sign 
anything like that!” and no entry was 
made. The preacher said he kept the 
book for forty years, opened it probably 
a thousand times, and never wrote a 
line in it—From the Alliance Weekly. 
Sent by L. G. James, Toronto, Can. 
Prize illustration. 


While He Waits—And unto the utter- 
most part of the earth (Acts 1:8b). The 
voice of Wong Moon has been heard 
again, after seventeen years, in his 
native village of Hoy Sun, China. A 
worshiper of idols wher he came to 
America, Wong was early converted to 


‘Christianity through the work of a 


Southern Baptist home missionary. 


‘Through his letters Wong had led his 


mother to Christ. He also sent tracts 
to her to read and distribute among the 
people of the village. He decided to 
have some recordings made and send 
the records to China. In this way this 
Chinese groceryman sent a Gospel ser- 
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mon back to his native village. Now 
his old mother and the other villagers 
of Hoy Sun can hear his voice after sev- 
enteen years. He is planning to go back 
to’ China to tell his people about the 
Lord Jesus as soon as his children are 
old enough to take care of his store, but 
he did not wait until then to send them 
the Good News. “I want to take my 
time for God,” he says. He also wit- 
nesses for Christ right there in San An- 
tonio. He distributes Bibles while he 
sells groceries. He says there are 900 
Chinese in San Antonio. Miss Lewellyn, 
who won Wong to Christ, is still work- 
ing as a missionary with these Chinese 
in San Antonio.—From. Western Re- 
corder. Sent by Mrs. S. J. Beeker, New- 
port, Ky. 


They Did Not Miss It.—They continued 
stedfastly in... prayers (2:42). Said 
a pastor, “I abandoned my prayer meet- 
ing long ago.” “How did your church 
officers like that?” “Oh, they did not 
find it out for more than a year.”— 
From Church Business. Sent by M. H. 
James, Toronto, Can,; and Emily Mc- 
Farland, Newark, Ohio. 


A Surprised Committee.—We will give 
ourselves continually to prayer (6:4). 
Some years ago there was a very suc- 
cessful minister in an Eastern city. 
There was an important church in a 
Western city that wanted the Eastern 
minister for a pastor. The Eastern min- 
ister went to the Western city to meet 
the officials of the church there. As 
the Eastern minister had to return to 
his Eastern city on a next train, a room 
was secured in the railroad station, or 
near it (I have forgotten now which), 
where the Eastern minister and the com- 
mittee all met. After the how-de-do’s, the 
handshaking, the remarks upon the 
weather and other ice-breaking common- 
places, the committee of leading business 
and professional men had their breath 
taken away by the Eastern minister say- 
ing, “Now, gentlemen, the selecting of a 
pastor for your church is a very serious 
business. We will all get down on our 
knees and each one of you in turn will 
tell the Lord just what sort of man 
you want Him to send you.” Although 
surprised, the men were game. They 
did as requested, man after man, some 
very haltingly. The Spirit of the Lord 
came upon the company in great power. 
That pastor came to the Western city. 
His ministry has been wonderfully suc- 
cessful and blessed. They built him one 
of the largest and finest churches in the 
land. It is packed to the doors every 
Sunday, — From The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Howard M. Green, New- 
fane, N. Y. 


God’s Place Is the Best.—Separate me 
Barnabas and Saul for the work where- 
unto I have called them (13:2). It 
has been well said that if God should 
commission two angels, one to sweep a 
crossing, and the other to rule an em- 
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pire, they could not be induced to ex- 
change callings. No less true is it that 
he who feels that God has given him a 
particular work tc do is happy only 
when engaged in doing it—From For- 
ward. Sent by Emily McFarland, New- 
ark, Ohio. 
v4 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we realize that all about us are those who 
do not know Thy Word, or who have not 
yielded their lives to Thee. Help us in these 
days of great unrest to speak comfort and 
strength to those who would not otherwise 
hear what Thou hast made possible for those 
who follow Thee. May Thy church never 
give up its divine commission, its high calling 
to spread Thy Gospel throughout the world. 
May the convictions of Thy early disciples and 
their fine courage stir us to still further ‘con- 
quests for Thy name. May Thy church not 
be content with revolving about incidental 
interests, but be busy with the deeper needs 
of the message which the church has for those 
who do not know the salvation offered to Thy 
followers. May those outside the church be 
drawn to it, not by worldly methods, but by 
the reality of its life in things of the Kingdom. 
In the name of the Lord Jesus we pray. Amen: 


After the Lesson.—What is the mis- 
sion of the church? You would probably 
think of various answers, but when you 
realize at all what was the nature of 
the people and the places among which 
the disciples had at first to do their work 
for the church, it was not a popular 
work, or one that lacked opposition. It 
was very much by the prison, by the 
scourge, arid by death, that the disciples 
made progress in those early days, even 
as Christian ‘missions today are learning 
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the lessons of personal suffering in many 
a distant land. The meaning of suffering 
is not different today from its meaning 
in the days of the New Testament, when 
suffering did not mean the mere sting of 
pain, but it meant the bearing up of the 
sufferer for the name of Christ, and if 
you have heard some of the returned 
missionaries lately, you have heard what 
that bearing up in courageous testimony 
has meant to them. Many hardships are 
worked into the very fabric of church 
life from the beginning of its mission, 
and we must prepare to bear opposition, 
even as our Lord sent His disciples into 
the world, not for a smooth and easy 
task, but for a‘ difficult testimony. Have 
you loved Christ even unto the death? 
That is not to be answered here today, 
but in testimony to His faith. Many a 
martyr, even in these recent days, has 
laid down life, even as Stephen with his 
angel-face. Let us pray that we may 
realize more fully than ever before what 
the church really means in the world of 
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The Busy Men's Corer 
By William H. Ridgway 


Chickens—If thy brother shall tres- 
pass against thee, go and tell him (Matt. 
18:15). In almost every case where 
there is trouble between man and man, 
or woman and woman, it is due to mis- 
understanding rather than real or fancied 
injury, and so we are told here in our 
text just exactly the thing to do. Where 
there have been these difficulties, in 
ninety-nine times out of a hundred the 
cause has been so trifling that it is ridic- 
ulous. 

The older readers of this Corner know 
that when we started our life at “El 
Nidito” fifty-eight years ago I kad back 
of the house a kitchen garden, of which 
I was very proud. I would work in it 
early in the morning and late at night, 
and people came to.see my wonderful 
strawberries and other garden stuff.’ In 
fact, the kitchen garden was a very sub- 
stantial help in making ends meet in 
the family — “balancing the budget” it 
is called nowadays. 

My home was out of town fifty-eight 
years ago, and my next-door neighbor 
was Robert Young, a farmer, who kept 
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chickens. The chickens got over into 
my garden, and I don’t have to tell any- 
body what chickens do to a garden. _ 

Now Robert Young was a trustee of 
the church, and he and I could have had 
a good big fight over those chickens. TI- 
went to Robert and told him if his 
chickens came over and ruined my gar- 
den the only thing for me to do was 
to get a gun and protect myself. Robert 
did not say, “Don’t you dare touch one 
of those chickens,” and snap his eyes 
and grit his teeth. He did nothing of 
the kind, but just said, “Will, I-love to 
come up and look at your beautiful 
garden myself, and I know exactly how 
you feel in regard to the chickens. Go’ 
get your gun and shoot every one of 
them.” nachtng 

When Robert said that I did not want 
to kill the chickens at all, and did not. 
kill them, Robert. told his hired -man 
to keep an eye on the chickens, and. 
Rebecca, our maid, kept her, eye on the 
garden, and between the two the garden 
preserved its beauty and continued to 
help support the new family, who, drew 
a good part of its living from it, 
Chickens, fifty-eight years ago, were not 
worth more than about one-third of 
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Lesson for November 29 


what they sell for nowadays. How fool- 
ish, had our friendship been destroyed 
for a few chickens! 


Charlie Springer—Ye shall receive 
power (Acts 1:8). One day in New York 
I. stood by the side of a wonderful ma- 
chine which was making a picture. Over 
in London there was a machine in which 
had been placed a photograph of an 
event over there, and that picture in 
London was coming across the ocean 
and getting into the machine that I was 
watching. 

The power that was doing this is 
called “electricity.” Mr. Edison, the 
great electrical wizard, did not know 
what electricity was. All he knew were 
the things electricity did. 

Professor Doubts of my Alma Mater 
ridiculed the Jonah story, and all he 
sees is the big fish, generally called a 
“whale.” Professor Doubts cannot see 
the lone man walking into a great city 
with a power in him that caused the 
conversion of this enormous city. 

I have told before of Charlie Springer, 
who was a profane and ignorant railroad 
brakeman who could neither read nor 
write. Harris, the railroad agent in 
Coatesville, one day brought him into 
the Iron Rose Bible Class. He was about 
the worst looking piece of humanity the 
boys had ever brought in. However, he 
stayed in the. class, and presently the 
Baptist Church put .on,a series of spe- 
cial meetings. Charlie got into them 
and was converted. 

His run was from Reading to Wil- 
mington. On Sundays his layover was 
at the latter place. Here in the railroad 
shops he put on Sunday afternoon meet- 
ings, and to the astonishment of every- 
body, and perhaps to himself, this man 
who could neither read nor write was 
the means of the conversion of several 
hundred of his fellow railroad men, from 
the Pennsylvania as well as the Wil- 
mington and Northern —now the Read- 
ing. When he died, his funeral was the 
largest ever held in Coatesville, attended 
by the proprietors of the steel mills as 
well as the most humble workmen. 
Charlie Springer sleeps in Fairview Cem- 
etery, with a modest stone to mark his 
grave, but Heaven used Charlie as a 
fitting instrument through which to 
" transmit its power. 


Real Fellowship.—That ye also may 
have fellowship with us (1 John 1:3). 
Man is a gregarious animal, which is a 
big word and means men like to gather 
together in a flock, like sheep. If any 
evidence of this fact :is-needed, all one 
has to do is just point to the great num- 
ber of fraternal societies. 

However, it goes without saying and 
without argument that the best fellow- 
ship is to be found in the brotherhood 
of the Christian Church. 


I do not belong to any secret societies, 


gave the honorary college society known’ 


as “The Book and Key.” But in my life, 
as in most young men’s lives, there came 
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a’ time when I was stung by the secret 
society bug. I had an uncle who was a 
member of a particular society which I 
had in mind, and I asked him about it. 
He said, “Will, why do you want to 
join this society?” I said, “Uncle Ellis, 
I really don’t know, except that it seems 
to be the thing among the fellows I go 
with to join a secret society.” “Well, 
Will,” he replied, “if you are joining the 
society for the sake of secrecy, the most 
secret society I know is the Society of 
Friends, of which I am a member.” He 
was also a member of another prominent 
secret society, and it was significant that 
he did not pat me on the back and say, 
“Go ahead, Will, and. join up.” 

Later I joined the Christian church, 
and I can testify that the fellowship has 
been most delightful. Why, bless your 
dear hearts, you thousands of Corner- 
copias simply overwhelm me with fel- 
lowship. 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 

we 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Why the Church? 

Discussion: What is peace? What is see- 
ing the other fellow’s side of any dispute? 
How does the church promote peace? 


Objective: Isaiah 26:3. 











AY, fellows, the lessons af the present 

quarter might seem to have been 
designed for grownups, dealing with such 
mature themes as The Church, The Fam- 
ily, and The Home; but just as there 
is a place for youth in each one of the 
activities indicated by those titles, so 
there can always be found a “niche” in 
these lessons for you, or a point of con- 
tact where any fellow may be interested 
and profited if. he is capable of doing 
a little serious thinking. Indeed, fellows, 
it is paying a compliment to your in- 
telligence and sincerity to discuss. these 
matters with you, and it is well worth 
your while to devote some thinking 
moments to them. 

Beginning this week we have three 
lessons devoted to “The Mission of the 
Church.” It is a large order and of 
course in the limited time can only be 
handled in a more or less sketchy man- 
ner, but the theme strikes deep into your 
Own personal need —spiritual, mental, 
physical, social, ‘and every: other way. 
The Lesson Committee takes us through 
many Bible passages — seven of them in 
this lesson -—to many, I think. Person- 
ally, I would much rather deal with 
one passage of Scripture when time and 
space are so brief; and surely there are 
many single passages rich enough to 
serve the purpose in each instance. To- 
day’s lesson title, The Mission of the 
Church, alone covers a lot of territory. 
There are seven subtopics in it, any one 
of which might easily consume the time 
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profitably. Here they are: 1. Promot- 
ing and keeping the peace (Matt. 18: 
15-17). 2. Witnessing for Christ (Acts 
1:8). 3. Fellowship, communion, and 
prayer (Acts 2:42). 4. Organization for 
caring for the poor of the congregation 
(Acts 6:1-4). 5. Sending relief to dis- 
tant brethren (Acts 11:27-30). 6. For- 
eign Missions (Acts 13:1-3). 7. Personal 
vision for personal testimony (1 John 
1:1-3). To attempt to compress all that 
in one 20 to 30 minute lesson period 
would get nowhere, 

So let us confine our thinking this time 
to item No. 1.— Promoting and Keeping 
the Peace — which you may notice is the 
one selected by the Little Jetts for illus- 
tration. We are not talking about inter- 
national peace or national peace, tre- 
mendously important as they are; we 
are dealing with personal peace. Really, 
if the Christian principle underlying per- 
sonal peace could be established in the 
lives and practice: of a comparatively 
few world leaders, world peace would 
come quickly. It all begins in the heart 
and life and practice of the individual, 
and God’s Word furnishes the simple 
rule, just as His Word supplies. the solu- 
tion.of every human problem, 

And this is where Matthew 18: 15-17, 
the Word of Jesus Christ, the Head of 
the Church, comes to your personal help, 
by showing you the way of peace. If 
someone is doing you an injury by word 
or by act, do not boil inside or talk to 
others about it, or plan to “get even,” 
but go to that person in the spirit of 
Christ and quietly make your protest; 
show him where he has done you wrong. 
If he will listen, and you can come to 
an understanding with him, the matter 
is settled and you have really gained 
a friend. If he refuses to listen, get one 
or two others who think as you do, and, 
take them to him; if he still refuses to. 
change his way, then you are justified 
in taking the matter to the church (or 
the assembly—see 1 Cor. 6;1-5); and 
if he still persists, our Lord says, “Let 
him be unto thee as an heathen.” . This 
does not mean to hate him, or to do him 
harm, for our Lord taught us that -we 
should love our enemies, Hate low ac- 
tions and low principles, but love peo- 
ple. We (the church) spend Ager a sums, 
endure great hardships, to save the 
heathen. 

It all sounds very idealistic perhaps, 
but peace is a priceless thing; and no 
philosopher or scientist or statesman: or 
any other kind of thinker has ever been 
able to work out a successful plan for 
it apart from the teachings of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. He is omniscient. 


Avon Park, Fa. 


bd 
Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times and Christian Youth, 
in all departments; for the writers .of 
lesson articles, and other contributors; 
and for God’s blessing upon the contents 
of the two papers. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 925) 


1. The first Christian service after Christ 
left the earth was held in an upper room 
in Jerusalem where 120 disciples met to 
wait for the Holy Spirit. It was because 
of this meeting that Spirit-filled future meet- 
ings were possible. 


2. They preached the Gospel; “and they 
continued stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine 
and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, 
and in prayers” (Acts 4:42). 


3. In order to have a clean church for 
God's service in this world. 


4. Three distinct missions of the church 
are to bring sinners to the Saviour; provide 
fellowship for Christians, and send forth 
workers for Christ and the church. 


5. No. We are under orders as to this 
from our Lord Himself (Matt. 28:19, 20; Mark 
16:15). 


6. He would have them taken into fel- 
lowship with those who have been in Christ 
before them. 


7. They are to take the Word of God as 
their “rules of order” and arrange their in- 
ternal. affairs accordingly. 


8. Pastors, Sunday school workers, and 
Christian leaders should help people to see 
their problems and difficulties in the light 
of God's Word (Matt. 18:15-17). 


9. No, because the world system is anti- 
christian. The church can reach individuals 
for the Lord Jesus Christ, but the world 
— (Gal. 1:4; 2 Cor. 4:4; 1 Cor. 


10. The mystic bride, the body of Christ, 
to which all born-again ones belong, regard- 
less of creed or denomination. 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow | 


O ALL churches look alike? How 

is ours different from others? (Show 
several ‘pictures of church buildings, in- 
cluding one of your own edifice if pos- 
sible.) There are certain things about 
almost any church puilding that make 
us sure whether it is a church or not, 
such as the shape, windows, and bell. 
There are differences, too, such as a 
pointed steeple or a square belfry, and 
different colors. 


With the help of a ruler can you 
sketch the outline of the front of our 
church for the cover of your new book- 
let? One sheet of typewriter paper, 
folded in the middle, will be sufficient 
for each booklet, unless you make a 
rather extended list of church activities. 
The photograph of the church may serve 
as a guide, or you may put an outline 
on the blackboard, or ask the class to 
meet in front of the building after Sun- 
day school to observe and then make 
their sketches. The church door may 
need to be drawn. disproportionately 
large, as it should be of sufficient size, 
when cut, so it will open to disclose 
the pupil’s picture pasted on the inside 
page opposite. If the pupils do this 
work at home, instruct them to paste 
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the picture in first. Then, by holding 
the booklet against a window, the door 
can easily be drawn correctly. Print 
on the door the title, “My Church and 
I.” Unless the belfry is small, it will 
not be practicable to cut the booklet as 
we did last week. The cover may be 
colored appropriately, using sky blue for 
the background of the steeple or belfry. 


We noticed that all churches look 
somewhat alike, and yet are different 
in their details. Likewise churches 
(now meaning the group of church 
members) do somewhat alike, and yet 
are different in their details. The New 
Testament gives a general pattern of 
the work of the church. We will find 
some Bible verses, and make a list of 
those things which our church does. 
First you may write the heading at the 
top of the first inside page of your book- 
let, “What My Church Does.” 

Then find Acts 1:8, “Ye shall receive 
power, after that the Holy Ghost is come 


upon you: and ye shall be witnesses . 


unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the 
uttermost part of the earth” (Memory 
Verse). This is one of the most im- 
portant duties of the church—to be a 
witness of the Lord Jesus Christ, in our 
own ‘town and state, and through home 
and foreign missions. Write “a witness 
of the Lord Jesus Christ.” Then briefly 
list the specific activities of your church 
under this item, such as evangelistic eve- 
ning service, mission Sunday schools 
conducted, home and foreign mission 
fields assisted. Or to provoke more in- 
terest through curiosity, leave the space 
blank, and appoint a committee of pupils 
to interview the pastor or some church 
member whom you know to be quali- 
fied to give accurate information, and 
to report next Sunday. 


Acts 2:42 records four things the early 
Church kept up: teaching, fellowship, 
breaking of bread (Communion), and 
prayer meeting. Does our church con- 
tinue to do these four things? 


Now I will read Acts 6:1, substituting 
for the word “ministration” the word 
“relief” or “bread line.” What kind of 
activity does this verse show the church 
to be doing? It helped its own poor peo- 
ple. Does our church do that? (Com- 
munion offering, Thanksgiving baskets, 
Christmas dinners, specific cases of re- 
lief by food, clothing, or money.) 


While Claudius was emperor, there was 
a great famine throughowt the world. 
What did the church do? (Acts 11:29, 
30.) Relief to others in need (Red Cross, 
war relief in China). — 

Acts 13:2, 3 goes back to our mission- 
ary idea again. Has our church sent 
any ministers or missionaries to other 
places? 

Our last reference, I think, explains 
our morning church service: increase in 
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knowledge, and fellowship with God and 
with one another in worship (1 John 
1:3). 

If your church history extends back 
a century or so, or if it now exercises 
discipline over its members, you may 
wish to include also Matthew 18: 15-17. 
Your old church records may furnish 
some interesting stories on that subject. 

Wayne, MAINE. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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Lesson for November 29 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





Hew the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Make a poster of a church; use it for 

* three Sundays. For today, print under 

the church, “Tells the Story of Salvation.” 
On the flannel board use three crosses. 











HERE are many differing ideas of 

the purpose of the church. The Ro- 
manists believe the church should be a 
temporal power, while most of us be- 
lieve the church and state should be 
separate, and the church a spiritual 
power. Some have thought the church 
should be a social organization for all 
the neighborhood or town, with all the 
activities of the community centered 
there, while others go to the far extreme 
and contend that the church needs no 
social life, but should be for prayer, 
preaching, and teaching, exclusively. 

Whatever our attitude on these things, 
we must look back to the beginning of 
the church and see what was the specific 
task the Lord Jesus Christ gave to His 
disciples, for they were to be the first 
preachers in the first churches. He said 
to them just before His ascension, “But 
ye shall receive power, after that the 
Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye 
shall be witnesses unto me both in Jeru- 
salem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, 
and unto the uttermost part of the 
earth.” 

What was their task? 
nesses for Him. 

What is a witness? One who tells what 
happened. 

So a witness unto Him would be one 
who told the story of Christ’s death and 
resurrection. To put it into our language 
today, the job of the church is to preach 
the Gospel. No matter how great the 
equipment, how eloquent the preacher, 
or how rich and numerous the member- 
ship, the church that is not giving out 
the story of the cross is not carrying 
out tne purpose for which the church 
was created. This witnessing will mean 
Gospel preaching in the church, and 
missionary work at home and abroad. 

At this writing, the great mission of 
many local churches is to witness to the 
men in the country’s service, or to fam- 
ilies around the great production cen- 
ters. These are fields ripe for the har- 
vest. By faithful witnessing, in the 
turmoil and shifting of population due 
to the exigencies of war, many who had 
not been reached by the Gospel before 
will find the Lord. .God maketh the 
wrath of men to praise Him. Even in 
the horror of this Satan-inspired com- 
bat, thousands of young men have been 
roused to a need of a Saviour, and are 
accepting Jesus Christ in the camps and 
on the sea. God is giving Christian 
young men great opportunities with their 
comrades, and He is giving great grace 
for witnessing. 


To be wit- 
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What are we doing at home? 

The church is only as strong as its 
members. Our mouths must speak for 
the Lord. He has no other voice on 
earth but the voice of His children. He 
left us the task of witnessing: 


This is a good lesson for your Pri- 
mary class. Emphasize to them how 
even the smallest child can tell some- 
body about Jesus Christ. Once again 
I want to tell you that a child who 
really loves the Lord is a wonderful 
witness. He has no inhibitions, no em- 
barrassment, no apologies, but he has 
faith and trust and enthusiasm. If you 
can so present Christ to your class that 
they will believe on Him, and go out 
after others, you have started something 
that will echo throughout eternity. Ask 
God for the power to do this. 

Are you on~your knees ‘before the 
Lord for power, and for wisdom, and 
for strength, and for endurance in these 
trying days? If not, why not? God is 
our refuge today. All our immovable 
things have been moved. The powers 
of earth are shaken. Only the eternal 
things stand (Heb. 1). Read this chapter 
and get the thrill of those two words, 
“Thou remainest.” 

Mopbesto, CaLuir. 

we 


. My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Goal for unit of three lessons. Study the 
significance of the church, both the local 
organization, and the entire body of Chris- 
tian believers. 


Lesson 9.—‘‘The Mission of the Church” 

—Study your own denomination, its 
founders, and doctrines. What is your 
local church doing through its leaders and 
members. Invite some of the official 
members to describe their work to the 
class. 
Lesson 10.—‘Meaning of Church Mem- 
bership” — Emphasize the fact that mem- 
bership in the visible church is a means 
of signifying membership in the true 
Church. Present Christ as the divine 
Architect, the Head of His Church, en- 
couraging them, meanwhile, to affiliate 
themselves locally with His people. Warn 
against the danger of joining, and thus 
sanctioning and werking for, churches 
that are not true to the Gospel of the 
Saviour, and the authority of the Word 
of God. 

Lesson 11.—“‘Outreach of Church Influ- 
ence” — Learn what your church is do- 
ing toward a better civic, social, eco- 
nomic, moral, and cultural, as well as 
spiritual society in your neighborhood; 
in far places. 











“Let THemM Make ME a SANCTUARY” 


HE Lord God wanted an earthly, 

visible place prepared where His peo- 
ple might meet together, and become 
consciously aware of His presence in 
their lives, individually and collectively, 
and of His divine guidance in human 
affairs (Exod. 25:8). The true Church, 
though, is not a visible building, but 
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A Fragrant Balsam Filled 


As a Christmas Gift 
7 x 12 inches, price 35 cents, made to your order. If 
not satisfied, money refunded. Mrs, E. B. Page, 
Speculator (Adirondack Forests), New York. 





Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh 


We secured from Palestine, just before the war 
started, a novelty, symbolic of what the Wise 
Men brought to the young child Jesus Christ as 
gifts. Two small boxes, one containing genuine 
myrrh, the other genuine frankincense; then a 
Palestinian coin, one mil, polished to imitate 
gold. Fine for Sunday school children and to 
give to the Home Department. 

Last Christmas many Sunday schools bought 
these mementoes in quantities, and we received 
reports of how much joy these little presents 
brought. 

The price for the combination is 50 cents. In 
quantities of 25 or more, 40 cents per com- 
bination. Address 


American Board of Missions to the Jews, Inc. 


27 Throop Avenue, Brooklyn, New York 














Friendship Offer 


A GIFT FROM THE HEART 


‘So Lovely to Receive! 
FREE = To active church workers. Lifetime Metal 
Compact G 1 Pencil. Ideal for earning 
extra money.“ AGENTS WANTED. Write: 
GOSPEL PENCIL COMPANY 
P. O. Box 38, Station K. New York, N. Y. 








A soldier... 
but he doesn’t neglect his Bible 


Tough ... that’s a soldier's life . . . but 
there’s always time to learn more of 
God’s Word. One soldier writes ... 

“My Synthetic Bible Sp Course 
has proved to be worth tenfold more to 
me than I paid for it .., in spiritual 
blessing’’ 

Perhaps, in one way or another, you're 
busy helping Uncle Sam these days. But 
all the more reason for you to study 
your Bible regularly with a home study 
course. For details, write Dept. §.g99 


CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL 


AM ody Bible Institute 
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rather the entire group of people, men 
and women, young people, and children, 
who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ 
as their own Saviour, and who have of- 
fered their hearts as a sanctuary 
wherein the Holy Spirit may dwell (2 





uD 
ww) 


I 


i 


in war time, 

America pease the 
stimulation of 

. songs of Chriation fat, 

Sound between the covers of these 

NO vi y eat song books. There are 


ORITIES that limit spiritual 
expression through SONG. 
CHRISTIAN 
SERVICE 
SONGS 
An “all Purpe book 
eervanee = Schoal, 
Meetings, 7 312 * 


priced. Beautiful “st ‘tee brown 
Froth bound pula. .00 nee — 
heavy pos 1. 30.00 r “100, 
not postpaid; single copy. BE per 


YOUTH 
HYMNAL 


Church 
Prayer 





The ideal song 

outh = victorious hmoriten tie, life. 

ae te ee Re- 
pee’ Readinge, Aye a by 
proof bindin ° 7 ue 
stam: oa = pe. cleaned With 
damp cloth. 00 a 100, not 
postpaid, single copy 
Returnable examination copies 
sent upon roquest, 


THE RODEHEAVER HALL-MACK CO. 
Dept. SS-11 Winona Lake, ind, 





_ church conducted? 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Cor. 6:16). 
Church? 

Church should be one of the major 
interests of our lives, and the people 
whom we meet there should be among 
our best friends. 

What are some of the questions we 
should investigate during this series of 
three lessons? List suggestions of the 
class on the blackboard to be discussed 
as the lesson progresses. Questions such 
as these might be included: 

1, What is a church? 

2. Contrast the visible church with the 
true Church. 

3. What is the mission of the church? 

4. How did churches start? 

5. How did the various denominations 
grow? 

6. For what does our local church 
stand? 

7. Should a Christian join a church 
that does not stand firmly upon the Word 
of God? 

8. What is the significance of local 
church membership? 

9. What may we do through our 
church toward the advancement of the 
Kingdom of God? 


“THEY MINISTERED TO THE LoRD” 

Church is one visible evidence of God’s 
presence in a human, material society 
(Acts 13:2). Our Scripture gives a 
group of pictures showing the deep- 
hearted concerns of the earnest Chris- 
tians who were part of the very. first 
churches. 

1. When did the body of Christians 
first meet for group worship? (Acts 1: 
8, 12-14.) 

2. How was worship in the early 
What was empha- 


Do you belong to that 


sized? (Acts 2:42.) 

3. What two services of the church 
were carried on separately? Why? (Acts 
6: 1-4.) 

4. How were the material needs of 
other Christians met? (Acts 11:27-30.) 

5. What motive prompted the church 
to send Paul and his companions into 
the foreign mission field? (Acts 13:1-3.) 

Summarize in your own way the mis- 
sion cf the church: It is a group of 
people banded together to receive power 
for Christian living; to worship God 
through His Son; to learn Christian 
teachings from God’s Word; te unite in 
helping neighbors in need; to stir mem- 
bers to go forth for Christ; to support 
Gospel workers; to enjoy companion- 
ship with like-minded friends (1 John 
1:3). 

“I have lived for more than fifty 
years, and for forty of them I have 
wanted to be saved,” a friend told me 
recently. “Although I have gone to 
church regularly, and have studied the 
Bible and everything I could find on 
salvation, still I cannot understand what 
it means to be born again.” 

What could you tell such a friend? 
He, like many others, needs not just the 
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church, but Christ, the Head of the 
Church, as his indwelling Lord (2 Cor. 
5:14-21; 1 Cor. 3:9). 


ALPAUGH, CALIF. 





The Young People’s 
' Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











Dec. 6. I. What Happens When We Worship 
Together? Matt. 18:19-22. 


Sunday, November 29 


That Inner Voice 
(Luke 15:17-20a) 





Mon.—Voice of conscience speaks (2 Sam. 
12:13). 

Tues.—The “still, small voice” (1 Kings 
19:12). 

Wed.—Active consciences (John 8:9). 

Thurs.—Conscience void of offense (Acts 
24:16). 


Fri.—Conscience seared by sin (1 Tim. 
4:1, 2). 

Sat.—A good conscience desired (Heb. 
13:18).- 











EN have written much about con- 

science. Wordsworth speaks of 
“conscience, reverenced and obeyed, as 
God’s most intimate presence in the 
soul.” Sir Francis Bacon accurately 
speaks of conscience as that “which is 
a sparkle of the purity of his [man’s] 
first estate.” 

On the other hand, we often hear 
folks speak as though conscience could 
be safely followed under all circum- 
stances. You have heard the expression, 
“Let your conscience be your guide.” It 
is not uncommon, when folks who make 
no pretense of following Christ are con- 
fronted with some doubtful or wrong 
conduct to hear some such reply as, 
“Well, my conscience didn’t trouble me, 
and therefore it must be all right.” 

Some seem to be able to develop con- 
sciences like the little girlk When asked 
what conscience was she gave the reply, 
“It’s something inside of me that tells 
me when Johnny does wrong.” 

However, God has given us light in 
His Word on this matter of conscience. 
We find here that conscience is not some 
infallible instinct that tells man what 
to do or what not to do. Rather, it is 
a channel through which God speaks to 
men’s hearts. 

ve 


It is possible to have an evil conscience 
(Héb. 10:22). The Mohammedan, who 
rushes into battle with full intention of 
utterly destroying all infidels in the name 
of Allah, has no twinges of conscience. 
Likewise the East Indian is not troubled 
by the sacrifice of a widow upon the 
funeral pyre of her husband. A little 
child left to itself sees no wrong in tak- 
ing that which belongs to another. Con- 
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science does not ‘instinctively point to 
the right. It has to be taught and 
trained. 
se 

But, even having had right standards, 
conscience may become defiled (Titus 
1:15) or seared (1 Tim. 4:2). Some men 
love darkness rather than light, because 
their deeds are evil (John 3:19). By 
indulging in sin, a desire for it that 
stifles conscience is encouraged, and, as 
it were, sears conscience with a hot iron 
so that it becomes insensitive. It is 
doubtful if the mad men of Europe are 
troubled very much by their con- 
sciences because of the unspeakable out- 
rages that have been perpetrated on 
weak, helpless, and innocent people. In 
lesser but none the less effective ways we, 
too, may stifle conscience dnd keep its 
voice from troubling us even though we 
have known better. 

se 


God's Word also speaks of a weak con- 
science (1 Cor. 8:7, 10), one which is 
ready to find excuse for any slip or mis- 
deed, and which needs to grow up into 
the full stature of a good conscience. 

b 4 


Then as our last paragraph has al- 
ready suggested, God’s Word tells us 
that there is such a thing as a good con- 
science (Acts 23:1; 1 Tim. 1:5, 19; Heb. 
13:18; 1 Pet. 3:16, 21); a pure conscience 
(1 Tim, 3:9);.and a conscience void of 
offense (Acts 24:16). These three are 
God’s ideal for each believer, 

If our conscience has been weak or 
evil or seared, it may be purged or 
sprinkled (Heb, 9:14), and by the wash- 
ing of the Word may become a good and 
pure conscience. God has made ample 
provision so that none of us may have 
to suffer the handicap of a faulty con- 
science any longer than it takes to turn 
to. Him and ask for forgiveness and 
cleansing and restoration. 

ve 

But God does not somehow fix us up 
so that our consciences will run on in- 
definitely in good condition without any 
effort on our part. It is up to us to 
avail ourselves of those means of grace 
that God has provided, so that our con- 
sciences may be kept alert and true and 
sensitive. 

Here is one great reason for the read- 
ing of God’s Word daily. It is the mas- 
ter compass by which these lesser com- 
passes of conscience may be checked and 
kept accurate. 

Here is one reason for a daily time 
of fellowship with God in prayer that 
we may learn to recognize His voice. 
Then, when temptation and difficulties 
arise in the day, He may speak to us 
through the channel of conscience made 
open and familiar by daily use. 

Here is one great reason for refusing 
to tolerate anything in our Christian 
lives that is doubtful or questionable or 
evil. The ear of conscience is easily 
dulled by familiarity with sin. Of ne- 
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cessity we have to be surrounded by 
sin in the workaday world. But when 
we tolerate doubtful things in our 
thoughts and on.our lips or in our lives, 
itis not long before our consciences no 
longer trouble us about them, and the 
way is open for more serious departures 
from the way in which our Lord would 
have us walk. Let us do our part to 
keep these channels through which God 
speaks to us pure and sensitive. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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Commence shipping Dec. 1st — Order Now! 
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From — THE EVANGEL BIBLE INSTITUTE GROVE 
mnonmeleerigaroner ee 65, 
(These prices include prepaid express charges east of 

Mississip 


pi River. est, add 80 cents additional) 
The Evangel Bibie institute, P. 0. Box 99, Largo, Fle. 





The 
PeRFecT AID 





of PREACHERS ~@ 
TEACHERS @ 


AND 





BIBLE STUDENTS °" 


tion — indispensable for 


A veritable mine of informa- 
preachers, 
teachers, and Bible students. This is 
the finest one-volume edition of this 
scholarly work. Your purchase of a 
Jamieson, Fausset and Brown Com- 
mentary on the Whole Bible will be 
one of the best investments you have 
ever made. This great work illumines 
the Sacred Page; aids in an intelli- 
gent, thoughtful interpretation of 
the Word; and fosters a deeply 


spiritual atmosphere. 


LARGEST CLEAR TYPE EDITION 


“The best brief commentary I have 
ever used. The comments, though brief, 


are te * enou and to be relied 
u eey pr of the Word 
should have this commen if no 
other.”—William E, Biederwoll, D.D. 
“Sound in faith, clear and lucid. I 
know of no commentary which super- 
sedes or is even to be compared with 
it."—-Harry A. Ironside, Litt.D. 

“No commen has been published 


tary 
which is comparable to it.” 
—Lewis Sperry Chafer, D.D. 


1347 pages. Durably bound. 
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pages 
4 volumes 
complete in one. 


This famous Commentary results 
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Robert Jamieson, D.D., A. R. 
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is 4 volumes complete in one, 
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The American Sunday-School 


Union 
(Continued from page 918) 


day school lessons, exposition, and song. 
Young people’s conferences are increas- 
ing. (“One hundred and ten splendid 
young folks from Western Nebraska and 
Eastern Wyoming were gathered at 
Fletcher Park, high up in the mountains. 
Thirty at one service confessed Christ.”) 


Ss 
WARREN’S BOOK SHELF 


BRISTOL, PENNA. 
Headquarters for low priced Christian Literature, also 
new and used Religious and Theological books. 
New catalog now ready 
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this year. 
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Some New England states allow Bible 
teaching in country schools, and one 
missionary has a circuit of nine public 
schools where he visits semimonthly to 
give Bible instruction. Daily Vacation 
Schools are fostered. Of them a wealthy 
woman who had sent her two boys to 
the best private schools, said: “Two 
weeks in Vacation Bible School taught 
them more about Jesus Christ than all 
the others.” Chief Justice Burr of the 
Supreme Court of North Dakota declared 
the work of the American Sunday- 
School Union “the only Christian service 
rendered in hundreds of neglected 
fields.” It is indeed little known outside 
Christian circles, but mightily useful in 
strengthening the Chufch of Christ and 
in forming those Christian ideals that 
have built up the ideal America. 


When answering advertisements please 
say you saw it in Tue Sunpay ScHoo. 
TIMEs. 
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Fitted to. Lead 
Character — not training alone — 
determines pre-eminence among human- 
ity in the mass. In an emergency, men 
will follow a man they can trust. Such 
leadership asserts itself, not so much 
because of what a man knows, as of what 
he is. His heart, not_his head, makes 
him trustworthy. 


So the Sage of Scripture truly declares: 
“Keep thy heart with all diligence, for 
out of it are the issues of life.” 


There will never be a time when strong 
minds, in strong bodies, backed by a 
spirit strong in the Lord, will not pro- 
duce strong men — men of character, of 
vision, and so of commanding personality. 


Leaders in business and in national 
afftirs today continue to look to the small 
odlece for future leadership. Former Gov- 
emor Frank O. den of Illinois, says: 
“It has been the small colleges which have 
furnished leadership to business, to the pro- 
fessions, and to our public life. They must 
still furnish that ership, *** No substi- 
tute has yet been found for the strictly 
cultural training of the old-fashioned college 
of liberal arts. 


Houghtoa College offers the balanced 
development which produces well-rounded 
men, able to think for themselves and for 
others. Amid lovely surroundings, at mod- 
erate expense, Rougatee maintains the 
highest cultural standards and emphasizes 


Christian character. 


The College Catalog will bring you 
full details. Address Dept.T-1142 


Inset: A section of the Biological Lab- 

oratories. r. Moreland, head of the 

department, is in consultation with an 
a:sistant. 
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A. New Channel for Fotidamestal 
Chaplains 


R some time evangelical Christians 
in the United States have been con- 
cerned over the fact that the appoint- 
ment or certification of Protestant min- 
isters as chaplains for the United States 
armed forces has been under the control 
of a commission appointed by the Fed- 
eral Council of Churches of Christ in 
America, and controlled, as far as can 
be determined, by the policies of this 
modernistic organization. 

Recently this situation was brought to 
the attention of the Chief Chaplain by 
the American Council of Christian 
Churches, and the General Commission 
on Army ahd Navy Chaplains of the 
American Council has now been recog- 
nized in Washington as a channel through 
which candidates for chaplaincies’ in 
the armed forces may~be nominated. 
This means that many more chaplains 
who can be counted upon to preach the 
old-time Gospel will-go into the -armed 
forces where they may minister not only 
to thousands of young men who have 
come from God-fearing Christian homes 
and fundamental churches, but also reach 
thousands of others who.have seldom 
heard the unadulterated Good News. 
The Commission on Army and Navy 
Chaplains of the American Council of- 
fers to serve any denominations which 
cannot and which are not..co-operating 
with the Federal Council Commission. 
It seeks the prayer support and financial 
support of God’s people in maintaining 
this service. It may be addressed. in 
care of the secretary, Dr. J. Oliver Bus- 
well, Jr., 340 West 55th Street, New York 
City. 

+ 4 


The 1943 Keswick Calendar 


OR several years, now, as the Christ- 

mas season has drawn near, there 
has been some uncertainty as to whether 
or not the Keswick calendar for the new 
year would be in America in time for 
Christmas giving. The difficulties of 
finding transportation space from Eng- 
land to America are still great. How- 
ever, word has now been received that 
a supply of the 1943 calendars is actu- 
ally on its way, and they are expected 
to be ready for distribution by the time 
this issue of Tae SunpAy ScHoot TrMes 
reaches its readers. 

As in former years, there will be two 
styles of wall calendars, one is on light- 
weight cardboard, measuring 8x12 inches 
and carrying a beautiful overall picture, 
in color, upon which is superimposed the 
calendar block. This style sells for 70 
cents each. 

The other type of wall calendar is on 
heavy stock with beveled edges, and 
measures 8x11 inches. A beautiful Eng- 
lish pastoral scene inrcolors is displayed 
in an inset panel, and the calendar block 
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is attached below this panel. - This style 
sells for 75 cents each. 

Suitable for use on the top of a desk 
is the smaller, easel-type calendar which 
measures 5x6% inches. It carries no 
picture, but is finished in one of several 
colors. This desk calendar sells for 70 
cents each. 

The calendar blocks on all three styles 
are identical. A separate leaf is pro- 
vided for, each day of the year, and 
shows, in addition to a Scripture verse 
for the day, a brief comment by some 
well-known Christian leader or Bible 
teacher. Thus, the gift of a Keswick 
calendar will carry to a friend or loved 
one not only a daily reminder of your 
thoughtfulness, but also an inspiring 
message. concerning the life that is 
Christ. 

All styles of the calendar may be 
ordered from the Christian Life Liter- 
ature Fund, 506 Commonwealth Trust 
Bldg., 12th and Chestnut Streets, Phila- 
delphia, Please add ten cents for post- 
age to orders for single calendars, or ten 
per cent to all orders for two or more. 
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Tuberoses 


By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


HERE had been a slight scrimmage 

between Willie and myself. In the 
scuffle we rolled over and over on the 
floot and-— Somebody bit Willie on his 
bare leg. It was not a very bad bite 
but from the howls which went up from 
the bitee one would have thought his 
entire leg had been bitten off. 

The tumult and shoutings brought 
Father down from his study, who sep- 
arated us and began to take testimony. 

“He bited me,” wailed Willie, “an’ I 
didn’t do hardly nothin’ to him, ’cept 
kick him a little.” 

“Why did you kick him?” inquired 
Father. 

“*Cause, ‘cause, afterwards he bited 
me,” explained Willie. 

“I didn’t neither,” I protested. 

For answer Father pointed to the 
prints of two sets of sharp little teeth, 
still showing on Willie’s chubby leg. 

“I didn’t, I didn’t, I know I didn’t,” I 
persisted. 

That last denial was my undoing. 

“Willie didn’t bite himself and you’ve 
told a lie,” was Father’s summing up of 
the case. 

The penalty at the Parsonage for lying 
was severe and summary. Some time 
later, still sniffing now and again, I 
teok refuge in the kitchen and sat down 
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“What be the matter, Sammy?” she 
asked sympathetically. 4 

“Father punished me,” I informed her 
sobbingly. 

“What for?” she persisted. 

“I,— I,— told a lie,” I said at last, very 
faintly. 

“Oh, my, my, that was pretty bad, 
wasn’t it?” returned Old Ann, “but you 
won't do it again, will you, Sammy?” 

“No-o-o,” I promised, rubbing myself 
reminiscently. “Did you ever tell a lie, 
Nanny?” I inquired, after a moment of 
reflection. 

“Yes, indeed,” said Ann cheerfully. 

“Were you punished?” I asked again. 

“Not so often as I orter been,” admit- 
ted Ann. “I mind myself of one time 
in special.” 

“Tell me,” I demanded. 

“It’s most too bad to tell,” parleyed 
Ann. “I stole, an’ then I told a lie a- 
trying to cover it up.” 

“Really and truly stealed?” I asked, 
much shocked. 

“Yep,” said Ann, “really and truly. I 
were much older than you.be, too.” 

“Tell me, Nanny, tell me,” I implored. 
“T like you no matter whatever you did.” 

“Be. you sure?” queried Ann affection- 
ately. 

“Certain sure,” I assured her. 

“Well, it all come about through some 
tuberoses,” she began. “You know, them 
long creamy-white flowers that smell so 
sweet. Nowadays you see ’em mostly at 
funerals, but when I were a younker 
they were just comin’ to the Quarter 
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where I lived. Squire Chapman had a 
clump then a-growin’ in little beds on 
either side o’ his front door. I used to 
slip in an’ smell of ’em on my way home 
from school an’ I never, never wanted 
anything so much as I did them tube- 
roses. Seems as if I’d die if I couldn’t 
have ’em.” 


“I know, I know,” I agreed wisely. 


“Well, one Saturday afternoon,” went 
on Ann, “I were a-comin’ home to din- 
ner from the village store, where my Ma 
had sent me down to trade in a dozen 
eggs for a quarter pound o’ green tea. 
When I passed the Squire’s house it 
were as if something got a hold o’ me 
an’ in I went an’ picked two, three o’ 
them tuberoses, bold as brass.” 

“That were old Satan; he made you,” 
I interrupted, recalling my theological 
training. 

“Mos’ likely, mos’ likely,” agreed Ann. 


“When I got home the family were 
all a-sittin’ down to dinner. On Sat- 
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urdays my Pappy he allers sat a long 
time wi’ Ma an’ the chilluns an’ read 
the New York Weekly Tribune. Some- 
times he’d: read us funny things by a 


feller named Josh Billings, who could- 


n’t spell but who’d make us laugh our- 
selves into stitches at the things he’d 
write.” 

“What were some of ’em?” I inter- 
rupted. 

“Well, one I remember made my Pappy 
laugh like anything. 

“Remember the. poor,’ wrote Josh, 
‘it don’t cost nothin’.’” 

“Hm,” I reflected, “that wouldn’t make 
me laugh much.” 

“Well, anyway,” resumed Ann, “I come 
in that day a-flirtin’ my tuberoses an’ 
a-sniffin’ of ’em careless like.” 

“My, how sweet,’” says my Ma. 
“*Where’d you get ’em?’” 

“*They was given to me,’” I says, a- 
settin’ down. 

“Who give ’em to you, Daughter?’” 
asked Pa, very quiet like. 

“‘Squire Chapman, he did.’” I says, 
kind o’ low. 

“‘Are you sure?’” says Ma after a 
little. 

“* Course I’m sure,’ says I, defiant-like, 
“*He saw me a-lookin’ at ’em an’ he come 
right out an’ give ’em to. me.’” 

“Nobody didn’t say nothin’ for quite 
a piece but somethin’ seemed to come 
over the dinner all on a sudden. It 
didn’t taste so good, an’ when we got 
through, Pa, he didn’t read us anything 
but got right up an’ went back to work 
on the farm. It seems both he an’ Ma 
knew that the Squire were away over in 
Sherbourne that day. 

“When nighttime come I said my 
prayer with Ma an’ got into bed. 

“*Ain’t you got something to tell me, 
Nanny,’ says Ma. 

“‘No,’ says I. So she kisses me good 
night an’ goes out. Afore long she were 
back again. 

“*You surely ain’t got something to 
tell me?’ she asks again. 

“ ‘No,’ says I, an’ she goes out. 

“I lay there for a long time an’ I 
couldn’t get to sleep, an’ I couldn’t get 
to sleep an’ ’twas as if a big ball of iron 
were pressing ’gainst m:, heart. At 
last I couldn’t stand it.-any longer an’ I 
jumped out o’ bed an’ run to Ma’s room. 

“*Ma,’ I says, ‘I told a lie. I picked 
them tuberoses myself.’ 

“Ma she-looked at me quite sorrowful- 
like. 

“‘T knew you did, Daughter,’ she says, 
‘I guess perhaps we better ask God to 
forgive you.’ 

“So we kneeled down an’ I ask God 
to forgive my stealin’ and lyin’, an’ Ma 
she did, too, an’ He did, for J felt better 
an’ went to bed an’ to sleep.” 

“That wasn’t any very bad punish- 
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ment, not near so bad as mine,” I re- 
flected. 

“The punishment come later,” said 
Ann. “It were a good deal worse than 
a whippin’. 

“First I had to go over to Squire 
Chapman’s an’ tell him I stoled his 
flowers. He were very nice ’bout it ’an 
give me three, four more. 

“Then come Sunday an’ after church 
Pa he opened his Cruden’s Concordance 
an’ made me lock up an’ write down 
all the verses "bout stealin’ an’ lyin’ in 
the whole Bible. It took me all Sun- 
day afternoon an’ evenin’ an’ all my 
playtime next day, an’ I’ve never for- 
got ’em,” finished Ann. 

Haverrorp, Pa. 





For Family Worship 


By Emmest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 
Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
~ School Lesson Committee. 


November 23 to 29 
Mon.—Matthew 18:15-17. Brotherhood. 

Prayer Succestions: “If thy brother 
shall trespass against thee.” How we 
are to act when injured by a fellow 
Christian is indicated by our Lord’s own 
words. Any other course than the one 
our Lord gives us in this case is sure 
to be wrong. Many have taken the 
wrong course and added evil to evil. 
Churches are often split because our 
Lord’s rule of behavior under injury is 
not. observed. Pray for courage to do 
the will of the Lord in getting injuries 
repaired. 

Tues.—Acts 1:6-11. Witnessing Power. 

Prayer SuGcesTions: “Ye shall receive 
power.” Heavenly aid given by the 
Holy Spirit is required to make Gospel 
teaching and preaching powerful. Un- 
aided preaching is only human. Its 
power will be insufficient to convict sin- 
ners of sin, and to turn them to God 
from their idols. The necessity for the 
work of the Spirit in the life and service 
of the Church is seemingly forgotten. 
Pray for a new force of ministers who 
will rely upon the ministry of the Spirit. 
Wed.—Acts 2:37-42. 

Winning to Christ and the Church. 


Prayer Succestions: “They .. . gladly 
received his word.” Even Jerusalem 
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sinners were melted and won to Christ 
and His cause because the Gospel 
preached unto them was attended by the 
Spirit of God. “They ... gladly re- 
ceived” the Word, and gladly obeyed it 
at great cost to themselves (v. 45). Such 
additions to God’s Church will be in 
great numbers and daily, too, if God’s 
conditions are met by ministers of the 
Gospel. Pray for great and good min- 
isters, ‘in this time of spiritual need, as 
God’s Word directs (Matt. 9:36-38). 


Thurs.—Acts 6:1-6. Sharing with the Needy. 


Prayer SvuccesTions: “Their widows 
were neglected in the daily ministration.” 
The problem of ministering to the needy 
is solved best by putting first things 
first. The apostles did this, and minis- 
ters of’ the Gospel have in their action 


a safe rule of duty. If we change the 


Scriptural order we ruin soul-winning 
service. Pray that God’s ministers will 
be careful to wait on their ministry, and 
commit to faithful men the other duties 
of the church. 


Fri.—Acts 11:27-30. Famine Relief. 


Prayer Svuccestions: “The disciples 
. determined to send [famine] relief 
unto the brethren.” The prophet Agabus 
foretold of the coming universal famine, 
in order that the Christians at Antioch 
and in other places might be ready to 
give famine relief. Now that we have 
world-wide communication by press and 
radio, we, too, can aid famine sufferers 
as quickly as they. Let our response be 
prompt and generous to all suffering 
Christians. Pray for greater liberality 
in your giving to the people of God. 
Sat.—Acts 13:1-3. 
Missions at Home and Abroad. 
PRAYER Succestions: “The work where- 
unto I have called them.” Christian 
missions are the declared will of God. 
Like the church at Antioch every con- 
gregation should have evangelistic work 
of the fruitful sort both at home and 
abroad. If pastors and officers have the 
right spirit and character, home and 
foreign missions will be their chief busi- 
ness. Pray for new missionaries of the 
Paul and Barnabas type. 


Sun.—1 John 1:1-4, Fellowship. 


Prayer SuccestTions: Our fellowship is 
with the Father, and with his Son Jesus 
Christ.” The members of the Lord’s fam- 
ily have family fellowship. This associa- 
tion and friendship is with the Father 
and the Son and with all believers. The 
basis of it is walking “in the light.” Let 
nothing be allowed to break the loving 
communion of your soul with God and 
His people. Pray for a closer walk with 
God. 


Don’t you want a handy binder in 
which to keep your copies of Tue Sun- 
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Gospel Aglow in Argentine 
















AZI swoop on Vienna. A trigger-quick airplane 
N escape to Stockholm. Eight months of patient 

waiting. Maneuvers and negotiations from New 
York, with London, with Stockholm, with Berlin, tran- 
sit visas by miracle, and then seven weeks on the high 
seas on a small cargo ship; twenty-one times halted by 
men-of-war, submarines, destroyers, and at long last 
an exhausted but safe arrival in Buenos Aires, capital 
city of the Argentine. 

Such is the romance, or saga, of ane of our mission- 
ary heroes and pioneers, Emanuel Lichtenstein, who 
knows now what Paul was talking about when he said, 
“Thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have 
been in the deep; in journeyings 


We opened up a hall downtown in the heart of the city, 
as auxiliary to the meeting in the church buildings 
farther out. In The Chosen People for October and 
December there are comprehensive and detailed reports 
of the wonderful beginnings of this work; they are 
yours for the asking. Here is a sentence from the 
report in which Mr. Lichtenstein tells of the baptism of 
a young couple, one of the first fruits of the work: 


Mrs, G— told me after the baptizing was over: “When I was 
kneeling at the steps of the altar I had such a wonderful 
feeling, as if a new world would open its doors to me.” On 
our way home from church she handed my wife a bouquet 
of white flowers, saying: “I dare 





often, in perils of waters, in perils 
of robbers, in perils by mine own 
countrymen, in perils by the 
heathen, . . . in perils in the sea, 
. . . in weariness and painfulness, 
in watchings often, in hunger and 
thirst” (2 Cor. 11: 25-27). 

This is the Emanuel Lichtenstein 
who was our missionary in Vienna, 
and through whom the Lord 
worked mightily among the swarms 
of bedeviled and bewildered ref- 
ugees that flocked to the doors of 
the Mission where we carried on 
the Lord’s work. 

Then came Hitler, and the world 
now knows what that means. Only 
by God’s miraculous intervention 
was this brother enabled to fly to 
safety. This is the missionary whose 
grandfather was the great Rabbi 
Isaac Lichtenstein, of the Tapio 
Szele District Synagogue near 
Budapest, where he dared to preach 
the Gospel to his congregation 
whom he had served for nearly 
forty years. He dared to face 
ostracism, persecution, humiliation. In the home of 
this famous Christian rabbi, this boy was brought up 
as an orphan, and now all of that early training is 
being used by the Lord in making His servant an in- 
* strument in His hands. 

In Buenos Aires we were given the hospitality of 
the equipment of the Lutheran Church. At once the 
work prospered; in Buenos Aires there are 200,000 
Jews, many of them refugees from Nazi cruelties, quite 
a number had come there from Vienna, having already 
accepted the Lord Jesus Christ through Mr, Lichten- 
stein’s ministry. Soon these rallied around him, and 
the reports came of marvelous blessings at God’s hand. 
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maintain that our souls resemble 
these white flowers now,” and her 
husband assented, deeply touched. 
On Sunday of April 26, the Rev. 
Armbruster administered the first 
Holy Supper to them. 


This is only one branch of the 
far reaches of this American 
Board of Missions to the Jews. If 
you knew all the vast undertak- 
ings of this sturdy and aggressive 
group of Christian Jews, not only 
in a nation-wide system of Jewish 
Mission branches, but also reach-~- 
ing. across the water in practi- 
cally every important Jewish cen- 
ter of the world; and if you knew 
of the marvelous way in which the 
Lord is blessing the work and the 
workers of this Mission, you would 
count it a real privilege, as indeed 
so many of the Lord’s people do, 
to be a partner in the work, a 
partner with us in prayer, faithful, 
persistent, intercessory wrestling 
with God in our behalf, a partner 
in gift, a partner in your influence, telling others and 
winning new friends for the Mission. We know how 
to make your dollar bring one hundred cents of value 
for the investment. Surely the time to favor Zion 


has come, and in the midst of such world darkness. 


as never before has been known, the hour is swiftly 
coming for the fulfillment of the promise of Isaiah: 60: 
1-3: “The glory of the Lord is risen upon thee [Israel]. 
For, behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and gross 
darkness the peoples; but the Lord shall arise upon 
thee, and his glory shall be seen upon thee. And 
nations shall come to thy light, and kings to the 
brightness of thy rising.” If the Lord leads you to 
have fellowship with us in 
such a work, we shall con- 
sider that as His word to us, 
“Go forward!” Use the coupon 
as He may lead you. Our 
paper, The Chosen People, will 


I enclose 
be sent you as soon as we hear 


from you. 
co 
PRAY FOR US. 
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